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Abstract

Irrigation has been the single most important intentional environmental
modification humans have learned to perform in most countries with a piece
of vast knowledge. Beginning in 3000 BCE, irrigation systems were recorded
in Egypt; meanwhile, the Mesopotamia records the irrigation technology that
sprang up in 4000 BCE, including the Kafara, the first stone dam. Further, the
lake constructed by Amenembhat Ill, the king of ancient Egypt, was later
known as Lake Moeris. Its water bears two hundred twenty-three
thousand feet acres and remains its spill and sluice. The Cornalvo and
Proserpina Dams, which Romans built in Spain, are used even now. As
mentioned, the global history of irrigation can be observed; meanwhile, Sri
Lankan irrigation history goes back to the period of water-collected hollows
used for agricultural activities. Then, small village tanks were built, and about
150 village tanks were revealed concerning the first, second and third centuries
of the ancient inscriptions in Sri Lanka. With the rise in population and
state growth, it had been the primary responsibility of the king to
upraise the extensive agricultural activities, and it brought advanced
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and ambitious irrigation works in Sri Lanka. Accordingly, the medium-
scale tanks originated in the Anuradhapura kingdom, and the first of the
traditional reservoirs, known as tanks, is believed to be Abaya Wewa or
Basawakkulama Wewa. Meanwhile, the construction of the tanks of Jaya
Wewa, Thisa Wewa, and Nuwara Wewa happened later. The topmost level of
the irrigation scheme was observed during the 19" century in Sri Lanka, where
the surveyors selected an area of 1500 square miles in the Southeast region of
Sri Lanka and recognized that each square mile existed a tank. The ancient
irrigation networks of reservoirs continue to extend the lifeline to the
ancient island of Sri Lanka and even for the present occupation of Sri
Lankan agriculture. At present, it is a rapid downfall of tourism
primarily due to the prevailing pandemic condition of COVID-19 in Sri
Lanka; therefore, it is a pertinent requirement to investigate the potential to
establish a tourism hub around the Anuradhapura tank system to sustain the
economy.

Keywords: Irrigation, Anuradhapura Kindom, Howllos
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