SAMODHANA Volume 11, Issue Il, December 2022

SAMODHANA JOURNAL
R Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
Mihintale

2022 Volume 11 Issue I

3E8emE @ IBBEenS’ e OB BowE B@I8ed &8s
83 : DC&hs BRDBeced ytdewig esi GG I
sbedues 3EDICE IREBS

Ot5. O8. nBIC MBI etSmILNIG!

Received Date: 23" June 2022
Accepted Date: 18™ April 2023
Published Date: 29" August 2023

Abstract

In Sri Lankan society, several witchcrafts have evolved from the past. Those
locally originated unique witchcrafts sometimes changed via migrations,
invasions or other processes. However, it is also mentioned in the genealogy
that there was a native community who believed in invisible forces and the
concept of "Yakka" since ancient days. Later, it was clear that the witchcrafts
were maintained in higher status by Sri Lankan primitive societies and in more
or less status by urban societies. Recommended priests or Sri Lankans with
the knowledge of witchcrafts were engaged in maintaining relevant tasks
before the initiation of the chirography, and they had kept records for
maintaining their tasks. With the basis of the improvement of the chirography
and dispersion of the raw materials, the status of the chirography was
developed. In that case, a special place was offered to the literature by the
palm-leaf manuscripts. So, the ancient people recorded some witchcrafts in
palm leaf manuscripts when they had developed as the primary written
medium of Sri Lanka. However, most charming spells and indigenous
medicines were maintained via a person-based concept in rural societies while
centring on a single place. Observations, scripts, unpublished degree
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dissertations, secondary sources such as textbooks, and internet articles were
used in the primary data collection for this research, which was carried out
under the Methodology of historical studies. The collected data were analyzed
according to the study objectives. As the research findings, it was identified
that most of the ancient witchcrafts in Sri Lankan society is currently being
demolished, and modern society does not prefer and has no tendency to
welcome that knowledge. Finally, it was identified that the challenge of
demolishing those witchcrafts from Sinhala society along with bereaving the
traditional social system. So, it is a national mission to conserve and maintain
this knowledge reserve for future generations.
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