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Abstract

The arrival of the Sacred Tooth Relic in Sri Lanka marks a significant
turning point in Sri Lankan history and its religious and cultural role. The left
annual relic of Lord Gautama Buddha is kept in the Temple of Tooth, Kandy.
The oldest book in which the entire story of the birth of Dalanda is written is
the Pail Datavamsa, written by a nobleman named Dharma Keerthi. Many
rituals related to Dalanda have been practised from the past to the present,
centring on Sri Dalanda Maliga in Kandy. There, it is remarkable to perform
all the rituals related to the living Lord Buddha for the sake of Dalanda. Since
ancient times, the people of Sri Lanka have considered Sri Dalanda to be the
Buddhist community as a great blessing, and many rituals and cultural
elements related to Dalanda have changed from time to time and merged with
the life of the Sri Lankan Buddhist people. Rains at the right time make the
country fertile. Since ancient times, the people of Lankan have believed that
the country's prosperity without any calamities is obtained by performing
proper offerings to the tooth. In particular, the tooth is attached to the
consciousness of the people of Sri Lanka as a symbol of the ruler's
righteousness and religious governance. Owning and spreading the tooth in
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the shade is a solid reason for triple the pride of one's kingdom. Are the
sacrificial rituals related to the tooth located in the Dalanda Palace in Kandy
still practised in modern times? How are those customs deeply rooted in Sri
Lankan culture? Is the research problem, and the purpose of the research is to
study in a balanced manner the peculiarities of the sacrificial rituals associated
with the Temple of the Tooth in the past and the present. This study is based
on the conceptual research method and depends on the literature source.
Tripitaka, Mahavamsaya, and Deepavamsaya were used as primary sources
and many secondary sources. The relevant proposition was studied by
exploring and analyzing data obtained from journals, encyclopaedias and the
internet, and qualitative research methodology was used by obtaining data
from recent reports. Participant observation and self-case study were used to
study information about Dalanda Perahera. As a research discussion, although
the Lord Buddha was born in India, became the Buddha and passed away in
the same country, due to the influence of other religions that emerged after
centuries, various offerings were brought to Lakdi from time to time for the
protection of various types of offerings. On the day of King Kitsiri
Meghavarna, the Toothless Buddha Hemamala and Prince Danta came to this
country. Since the tooth is a sacred object cherished in Suvasudasak
Dharmaskanda, the tooth received more respect than other relics. Puja rituals
were performed from the beginning for Dalanda, who was also respected by
the royals. Sacrifices held for the tooth began in some style and can be
categorized as daily, weekly, and annual offerings to the tooth. It can be
studied that the daily offerings are again (Morning Puja, Nava Pe Pooja,
Evening Pooja), the weekly Pooja is spread through the Nanumura festival,
and the annual offerings are spread through the New Rice Festival, the New
Year Festival, the Esala Festival and the Kartika Festival etc. From the past
until now, the tooth has been a historical national treasure in the history of Sri
Lanka, and Buddhists have immense respect for the tooth, and many sacrificial
rituals related to the tooth exist in the same way in modern times. This research
can conclude as above.
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