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Abstract

Numismatics, or the study of coins, is one of the important aspects of
archaeology. This discipline provides extensive knowledge on the origin and
evolution of coins, the minting of coins, metal technology and exchange value
of coins, ancient economic background, and foreign influences of a particular
period. Massa coins are one of the famous ones used in Sri Lanka during
Polonnaruwa period. Sri Lankan kings produced these coins imitating Chola
coins following their predecessor Chola kings. This research aims to identify
the metal and physical differences between Massa and Chola coins. The
research problem in this paper is to investigate whether there were any Chola
influences on Massa coins during the Polonnaruwa period. In this research,
two methods have been used for collecting data. They are library surveys and
field visits. Massa coins preserved in Colombo and Kandy's national museums
are observed as field visits. Different charts and photographs were used for the
classification of the data. Comparative as well as descriptive methods are used
to analyze the data. Finally, the research proved its hypothesis. According to
the finding, there were Chola influences on Massa coins during the
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Polonnaruwa period. Furthermore, this study highlighted metal and physical
similarities and differences between Massa and Chola coins. Found some
differences and similarities of coin-made metal as well as symbols depicted
on the coins and exchange value of the coins. It can be proven that the Chola
rulers developed international trade during their regime in Sri Lanka.
Successor Sri Lankan kings also wanted to keep international trade and foreign
relations as it were during the Chola period. As a result, Sri Lankan rulers
followed and imitated Chola coins when they produced them. According to
the current research, the Massa coins have some metal and symbolic
influences from the Chola coins.

Keywords: Chola coins, Massa Coins, Polonnaruwa Period, Similarities and
Differences.
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