.-".
ek
g |

lheJournaliofiS u.l] S ]u

'JH_I dnities

JJ:.:JJ:.JJJE LIBGH) GNE)GIES0GIBIE

g _._‘

ﬁép@g_tment:

: tles"'“' '
_;'55 ata L 'ﬁi’ﬁéi?SL '- e arﬂﬂ

A..

AL o . ¥ .-.-.‘- -
- + ’

Y =



The Journal of Studies in

Humanities
Volume 4 Number Il







ISSN 2362 - 0706

The Journal of Studies in

Humanities
Volume 4 Number II 2018

Editorial Advisory Board
Senior Professor Ariya Lagamuwa

Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Prof. Sena Nanayakkara

Department of Humanities,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Ven. Dr. Olaganwatte Chandasiri
Department of Languages,

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Board of Editors

Dr. M.K.L. Irangani (Editor in Chief)

Senior Lecturer,

Department of Humanities,

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.



Mr. D.J.K. Ihalagedara (Co-editor)

Senior Lecturert,

Department of Humanities,

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Editorial Assistant

Mr. M. A. Prasad Kumara,

Lecturer, Department of Humanities,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities

b

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

iv



ISSN 2362 - 0706

The Journal of Studies in

Humanities
Volume 4 Number II 2018

© Department of Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.
All rights reserved. No any part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,

recording or otherwise without the express written permission or agreement of the editor.

The ideas expressed in the articles of this journal reflects the views of the authors.

Cover designed by: Nilupul Priyankara

All communications should be addressed to:

The Editor in Chief and Co- Editor, The Journal of Studies in Humanities, Department
of Humanities, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of
Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Tel. 025 2266789

Email: editor,jhu@gmail.com

Printed by:
Nethwin Printers (Pvt.) Ltd, ‘Dalada Sewane Api Padanama’ Gatambe, Peradeniya.
081 2386908



vi



The Journal of Studies in

Humanities
Volume 4 Number II 2018

Panel of Reviewers

Emeritus Prof. U.B. Karunananda,
Department of History, Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya.

Senior Professor Ariya Lagamuwa,

Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Prof. K.M.P. Kulasekara,
Department of History,

Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya.

Prof. Sena Nanayakkara,
Department of Humanities,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Prof. A.H.M.H. Abeyrathna,
Department of History,

Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya.

Prof. Malaka Ranathilaka,
Department of Economics,
Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.

Ven. Dr. Sobhitha,
Senior Lecturer, Department of History,
Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.



Dr. RPIR. Prasanna,

Senior Lecturer, Department of Social Sciences,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Dr. Nadeesha Gunawadana,

Senior Lecturer, Department of History,
Faculty of Social Sciences,

University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya.

Dr. Dilan Gunawardane,

Senior Lecturer, Department of Social Sciences,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

viii



The Journal of Studies in

Humanities
Volume 4 Number II 2018

Authors Information

Dr. Sumudu Dharmarathna,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of History, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.

Dr. Rohitha Dasanayake,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.

Dr. E. M. Samantha Ekanayake,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. Mihintale.

Dr.Ramani Hettiarachchi,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.

Dr.R.P.I.R. Prasanna,
Senior Lecturer,

Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, Rajarata University of
Sri Lanka. Mihintale.

Dr. Thusitha Kumara
Senior Lecturer,
Department of public Administration, Faculty of Management, Uva-Wellassa
University of Sri Lanka, Badulla.

Major Thushara Witharana,
Senior Lecturer,
General Studies Department, Academic Wing,
Sri Lanka Military Academy (SLMA), Diyathalawa.



Dr. M.K.L. Irangani,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of Humanities, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. Mihintale.

Dr. Udita Gayashan Gunasekara,
Senior Lecturer,

Department of Fine Arts, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Kelaniya.
Kelaniya.

Dr. Kanthi Jayasingha,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of History & Archaeology, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
University of Ruhuna, Mathara.

Damma Dissanayaka,
Senior Lecturer,

Department of Political Sciences & Public Policy, University of Colombo,
Colombo.

Nandana Millagala,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of Humanities, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale.

Ven. Kudawawe Somananda,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of Social Sciences and Comparative Studies,
Bikshu University of Sri Lanka, Anuradhapura.

Dr. Charitha Herath,
Senior Lecturer,
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.



The Journal of Studies in

Humanities
Volume 4 Number II 2018

Content

Discontented Categories: Theravada and Mahayana in the History of Sti Lankan Buddhism
Sumudu Dharmarathna 01

Persians in the Indian Ocean around 6th Century A.D: Special Reference to the
Sri Lankan and Persian trade Relations

Rohitha Dasanayake 15
Social contexts of Crimes in contemporary Sri Lankan Society
E. M. Samantha Ekanayake 27

Theory and Practice of British Colonialism; Labor Rights among the Indian
Immigrant Plantation Community of Sri Lanka.
Ramani Hettiarachchi 37

Emerging Labor Market Issue in the Sri Lankan Garment Industry in WTO Trade Regime
R.P.LLR. Prasanna 51

Determinants of Youth Unemployment in Sri Lanka
Thusitha Kumara 65

The way of achieving the battle advantage by conquering the accepted thinking
pattern of ancient battlefield: From Turkana to Trebuchet.

Thushara Witharana 81
gOoD® EMEd HdID gHLEDMEE BBREMDED: O8SBODG

8. ed. 3. aBO®S 97
QoD B8 &) 850) DEOIS sl 6dd nmn SERE SRL®DHC

e om®)s esind 113
SINBBS 06 § @-med BHERD gedede 98 aB8r o) HBBn

DSBS S8t 123
‘@0 0" G @omed @ MHDOME; eHe) ViTeD BdSem, oS nwn So®»

O®® Emremm 133
BoBwa30 wxiSBedemned € s mdon BEC OIS BBsimMBeD SRBRDEE

a3 BRe®E 147
o)g addod) NES 9iPndd @ s @SMBn

gus @@ed eaidmele &8 163

eIER @d Sewemes (Buddhist Humanism)
0 680 173



Editorial note
Hidden facts of reformulation of development tools — from the Cold War to present

Replication of incidence in history is common, but with different formulations. From
a Western or the Northern perspective, modernization is a development tool that transforms
the traditional or less developed social systems or regions, mostly applied during the Cold
War period of the world. The theory aligned with the geopolitical objectives of the Western
world as they recognized conditions of poverty, insecurity, and unmet hopes to provide fertile
ground for growing radical ideology in the less developed regions. Thus, modernization
would be recognized as a theory that balanced the power system in the world in the Cold
War period and aimed policy tool which supports the smooth functioning of the capitalist’s
system in the world.

One example that would provide in this connection is the letter sent to the US president
titled ‘Note to Indian Agriculture’ in 1951 regarding the Tamilnadu State by top officials
of Rockefeller Foundation. Stating that poverty is severe problem in the India and if it was
not addressed even Tamilnadu State would move to the communists block. It indicates the
intention and goal of the United States to intervene in the development matters in third
world countries since the early post-colonial period. Evidence reveals the reformulation of
modernization theory by countries such as India, Egypt, and Ghana, during Nehru’s, Nasser’s,
and Nkrumah’s periods, respectively, to match with national interests of those nations.

Agriculture is one area focused by the Western world in third world countries during
the Cold War period. The Green Revolution technological package was promoted during
the 1950s in the post-colonial countries, and the process accelerated with the establishment
of IRRI in 1962 in the Philippines. It largely neglected the indigenous technology
and management practices in agriculture, and societies today experience the negative
consequences of the transformation process.

The failure of modernization as a development tool was reflected in many regions of
the world in the 1970s through the reported disastrous outcomes of the development. This
indicates the need for alternative paradigms for development, such as sustainable development
and neoliberalism. Reformulation of the modernization concept today could be viewed in
the economic power struggle among the world’s powerful nations. International credits and
aids, and international capital act as tools to access the development needs of developing
countries by the powerful nations. Even though those tools help transform societies to suit
neoliberal principles, the concealed facts behind the process are the promotion of ethnocentric
capitalist’s system that could generate advantages to the host countries or powerful nations.

As stated in the Centre-periphery theory, exploitation is today occurring at the global
level. Thus, historians could open their research views on the agenda of modernization and
development in the world to provide a better understanding of development matters of the
developing countries in the context of global power struggle.

Dr. MKL Irangani
Editor in Chief
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Introduction

The Mahdyana-Theravada distinction is an important area of enquiry in historical
studies of the Buddhist countries in the South Asian region (Cohen, 1995:3-9). On the
basis of the details reflected in Buddhist canonical texts, both Pali and Sanskrit, the ancient
Buddhist world was divided into two major geographic regions, (Bhattacharyya, 1981:1-18).
The first region, Sri Lanka and South East Asia belongs to the Sthaviravada, Theravada or
Southern Buddhism (Hinayana) and has been named as “The world of Theravada Buddhism.”
(Gunawardana, 2005:56-89). The second geographic region which corresponds to another
major Buddhist tradition is North India and Central Asia up to China. The Buddhism that
prevailed in all these countries was called Northern Buddhism. It represents a wide spectrum
of Buddhist doctrine and practice within Mahayana Buddhism. They used Sanskrit as their
religious language (Bhattacharyya, 1981:1-18). So, it is traditionally believed that Sri Lankan
Buddhism comingunder the Theravada tradition. In this article, the Theravada- Mahayana
distinction will be examined in order to show the inappropriateness of this categorization
within the historical studies of Sri Lankan Buddhist culture.

Development of Buddhist Sects

In the canon, the terms Dhamma and Vinaya were used to denote all the teachings
of the Buddha (Beop, 2010:252). On the basis of different views regarding the Dhamma
and Vinaya, diverse groups of disciples arose even during the time of the Buddha, i.e.
the Vinayadharas and Dhammadharas. Among the two main groups of the sasana the
Sthaviravadins or Theravadins, considered that the lifespan of the Buddha sasana depends
on the Vinaya (vinayonama Buddha sasanassaayu). The suggestion to relax some Vinaya
rules by a segment of the sangha, which should have been the immediate cause responsible
for arising the first schismin the Community. Most of these members are representatives of
young generation, and they belong to the Mahasanghikas (Beop, 2010:252). After reciting
the Dhamma and Vinaya at the First Buddhist Council, the theras divided themselves into
three separate division’s (Beop, 2010:252). The description given by the author of the
Dipavamsaseems that the doctrine of the teacher, i.e. the Dhamma and Vinaya were divided
in to three main sections, Sutta, Vinaya and Abhidhamma (Dipavamsa, IV: V. 21). As stated
in the Vamsatthappakasini, the Sutta and Abhidhamma were considered as the Dhamma
(Vamsatthappakasini, Vol. 1: 148-149). Also it is known that between the Second Council
and the Third Council, various groups emerged, mostly after disputes involving matters of
Vinaya as well as due to the individual opinions of different teachers. The eighteen major
sects including the Mahasanghikasand the Sthaviravadins and their sub groups came into
existence and they developed as various sects (Mahavamsa, 1:V. 13; Dutt, 1998:49). Ho-Beop,
attempted to identify distinctive stages of the evolution of vinaya pitaka together with other
two pitakas relating to these various groups: 6™ century BCE. - 3™ century BCE., 3" century
BCE. - 1 century BCE., 1% century BCE. - 1% century CE, 1% century CE. - 5" century CE.
Further he pointed out different socio-political reasons that led to such evolution: problems
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arose in the community of the sangha enthusiasm of the rulers, natural catastrophes in different
countries and regions, desire to make Buddhism known to the people outside India, foreign
invasions and disasters befallen in civil society are some among them (Ho-Beop, 2010:254).
Today, only a few pitakas remain with us belonging to some of these sects. For example parts
of the VinayaPitaka belonging to the “Miilasarvastivada™ are found in Sanskrit books and
in Tibetan translations. A large number of Vinayapitakas belonging to the “Sarvastivadi”
sect are found in central Asia. Several Chinese VinayaPitaka translations belonging to the
“Mahisasakas, Dharmaguptikas”, “Mahasanghikas”, “Caturvargavinaya” vinaya texts are
found in China and Theravada VinayaPitakas are found in Sri Lanka.

Two Different dynamics of Buddhism: Theravada and Mahayana

It is traditionally believed that the Sri Lankan Theravada tradition was anxious to
maintain a basic history of the Sthaviravadin (Pali: Theravada) tradition. This, having its
origin in the words of the Buddha himself, codified at the First Council and re-affirmed in
two subsequent Councils was transmitted by Arahat Mahinda to Sri Lankan (Dipavamsa,viii,
v. 12; Mahavamsa, xii, v. 7). It is historically important to note that the oral transmission
of Theravada was later codified and written in Sri Lanka. All the commentaries and sub
commentaries and other expository works were completed in Sri Lanka before they found
their way to neighbouring Buddhist countries in Southeast Asia.

The term “Hinayana” (Lesser Vehicle) is usually adopted for Sthaviravada and it is
also known as Sravakayana, (Bechert, 1973:154).i.e. getting Arahantship as sravaka and
the attainment of nibbana. It is clear that the term Hinayanaia applied to Théravada. The
pali canon which represents early Buddhism mentions the term “Théravada” (doctrine of
the Elders) in several of its texts. According to the MajjhimaNikaya, Theravada is the name
of the doctrine of the ‘Theras’ or the original Buddhist doctrine (MajjhimaNikaya, Vol. I:
164). The term has been mentioned in the Dipavamsaas follows:

Vibhajjanamhi Kaccano, Kotthiko patisambhida,

annie p atthi mahdthera agganikkhittaka bahii.

tehi ¢’ anriehi therehi katakiccehi sadhuhi

paricasatehi therehi dhammavinayo ca samgito

therehi katasammgaho theravado’ ti vuccati (Dipavamsa, V, vs. 9-10).

... Elders numbering five hundred who performed their duties properly, the collection
Dhamma and Vinaya was made. It is called the doctrine of the Elders because the collection
was made by the Elders.

It is obvious that the Theravada was well organized at the First and the Second
Councils. Again the Theravada was systematically arranged and organized at the Third
Buddhist Council and was expanded thereafter (Hettiaratchi, 1996: 141-156).

3
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Many scholars have attempted to say that the Theravada literary traditions, particularly
the Palipitakas and four Nikayas preserved the original teachings of early Buddhism. It is also
claimed that the three major centres of Buddhism in the Island represented by the Mahavihara,
Abhayagiri and Jetavana monasteries were the main centres which followed the Theravada
philosophy although with some changes. Our understanding of the doctrinal traditions of
the ancient Sri Lankan schools were improved by many scholars as a result of their detailed
investigations of the commentaries and sub commentaries on the Pali Canon accepting that
these three schools of Buddhism in Sri Lanka comes under one tradition, in spite of their
doctrinal differences. In the handing down, preservation and propagation of the Theravada
tradition, Sri Lanka played a leading role. In addition to the details in the Pali Chronicles
dated to the fourth and fifth centuries CE, the term ‘Theriya’ or ‘Theravada’ first appears in
the epigraphic records of the 3™ century CE at Nagarjunakonda (Vogel, 1828:30, 22-23).
The Chinese pilgrim, who came to South andSoutheast Asia in the 7™ century, speaks of the
three divisions of the sangha without actually giving their names. Vinitadéva, the Indian
Buddhist scholar who lived in the eighth century CE and worked on Indian Buddhism wrote
the text named Varsagrprcchasitra which is translated into Tibetan in the eleventh century
CE., refers to these three divisions, i.e. Mahavihara, Abhayagiri and Jetavana of Sri Lankan
Buddhism under the Theravada tradition (Gunawardana, 1979:7-8).

It was the basic objective of the Theravadins to preserve the Pali canon in its original
form. Theravadins created additional texts consisting of commentaries on the Pali canon
and sub commentaries, etc. Hence for the clarification of some doctrinal matters, other
commentarial texts like Milindapariha, Visuddhimagga etc. were composed later on. They
tried to preserve the experience of the analytical, naturalistic characteristics of early Buddhism
(Bechert, 1973:154; Cohen, 1995: 1-25).

In his article on “The World of Theravada Buddhism in History”, R.A.L.H.
Gunawardana marked the territory of the Theravada Buddhist world during the period,
fourth to the eleventh century CE (Gunawardana, 2005: 55-89). His research establishes
the fact that Nagapattanam, Kafici, Amaravati, Nagarjunakonda and Sri Lanka are the main
regions representing South Asian Theravada Buddhism. Prior to that, in 1944, S. Paranavitana,
(Paranavitana, 1944: 17-25). Also discussed the presence of Theravada Buddhism
in Nagapattanam based on literary and archaeological evidence. He has pointed out
that those Buddhist activities at Nagapattanam continued until about the fourteenth century
CE.

R.A.L.H. Gunawardana investigated the way in which Sri Lankan Buddhism was
influenced by non- Theravada innovations during the period from the ninth to the thirteenth
century CE (Gunawardana, 1979: 212-241). On the other hand, Richard F Gombrich’s
work on “Theravada Buddhism” put forward a theory discussing South Asian Theravada
Buddhism giving a social anthropological point of view (Gombrich, 1988). In conclusion,
although not much attention has been paid to non-Theravada Buddhism during this period,
yet it is clear that the said form of Buddhism was actively present then.

4
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The appearance of Mahayanism is associated with the name of the celebrated Buddhist
philosopher and dialectician, Nagarjuna. It is said that he was a native of the Andhra country.
Mahayana Buddhism was systematized by Nagarjuna and his successors such as Aryadeva,
(who was a native of Sri Lanka), Maitreyanatha, Asanga, Vasubandhu and many others
(Gombrich, 1928: 3-6).

Many scholars seem undecided as to which Nikaya or sect the origin of Mahayana
belongs. Some accepted the view that the Mahasangika may have been in the forefront
of Mahayana Buddhism and some others are of the view that the Sarvastivada sect would
have contributed much to the growth of Mahayana Buddhism in one way or the other (Dutt,
1998:242, 243). Also H. Bechert assumed that Mahayana came into existence with monks,
nuns and lay persons observing many practices and beliefs drawn from many communities
unifying around a common religious aspiration that is to attain Buddha-hood themselves
eventually. This in essence is the chief distinguishing feature of the Mahayana (Bechert,
1973:154).

Therefore, it is clear that the origin of Mahayana Buddhism could not be assigned into
the one sect. It is believed as in the Tibetan tradition all the written texts known as “Afalos
(18) Nikayas” were accepted as Buddha words at the Buddhist council (Bechert, 1973: 154.)
held under the royal patronage of king Kanishka at KundalamahaVihara in Kashmir about
the second half of the first century CE (Joshi,2002:2). However, unfortunately the dating
of the Kus$an dynasty and hence of Kanishka, is still controversial. Hence, some believed
it took place in the second century CE (Bechert and Gombrich, 1984:77). It is evident that
Mahayana rituals, believes and practices had spread all over the Buddhist sectors without
being restricted to one group. However, Lal Mani Joshi is of the opinion that Mahayanism
was indeed ‘Great for various reasons; for its universal sympathy: it invited all to aspire for
the highest goal of Buddha- hood; its outlook was broad and its aim was infinite emptiness
and also of universal compassion; its capacity to accommodate various shades of religious
beliefs and popular practices; and its uncompromising intellectualism, and so on (Joshi,
2002:4). Consequently, Mahayanism grew fast and became popular within the religious
culture in and outside India from the early to the middle centuries of the first millennium
CE. The rise of Mahayanism affected a significant revolution in Buddhism both in thought
and practice (Joshi, 2002:4; Holt 1991:27).

It should be noted here that though the precise reconstruction of early Buddhist history
and the origin of Mahayana is not entirely feasible, a general comparison between particular
ideas held by the Theravada tradition and the rival Mahayana traditions is possible. Typically,
these two are represented in stark opposition, ideologically. As stated by Richard S. Cohen:

... the Hinayana champions the arhat ideal, the Mahayana, the bodhisattva ideal; the
Hinayana, centered on the sagha, the Mahayana on the Buddha; the Hinayana, is rationalist
in its metaphysics, the Mahayana, mystical; Hinayana is ethical, Mahayana devotional; the
Hinayana, has closed its canon, the Mahayana allows for continuing ‘revelation (Cohen,
1995: 3). 5
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Thus, the differences between these two traditions were deeply based on the very
manner in which the world and the spiritual quest leading beyond it ought to be normatively
understood (Holt, 1991:28). As stated by John Holt the cosmological relationship between
sansara and nirvana, the question of whether the paradigmatic ideal of the Buddhist spiritual
quest is best reflected in the models of the Mahayana Bodhisattva (“enlightened being”) or
the Sthaviravadin arahat, respectively and consequently how the nature of Buddha hood

should be understood, each became issues that resulted in lively arguments and alternative
understandings (Holt, 1991:28).

According to the traditional point of view Theravada Buddhism is consistent with the
oldest doctrine which has its origin in the words of Buddha himself. Mahayana Buddhism
has been flourishing since the first century CE., onwards and paved a new path for all those
who opt to follow Buddhism. It was soon spread all over the Buddhist world. The arrival of
four major sub divisions named as Tantrayana, Vajrayana, Mantrayana and Kalacakrayana
can be considered as a philosophical development of Mahayana Buddhism. However,
Mahayana and Theravada are recognized as the major sects of Buddhism. Though there are some
philosophical barriers among these traditions, practically they may not have been recognized
within the society.

Interaction between these Two Different dynamics

The Mahayana-Theravada distinction is an important area of enquiry in historical
studies (Cohen, 1995: 3-9). Most of the discussions on the history of Buddhism in the South
Asian region have been mainly restricted to this categorization. But interaction and mutual
influences between these two traditions cannot be completely ruled out. It must also be
recorded here that the classification of these two overlapping strands is the most valuable
aspect which has not be adequately discussed.

When describing the introduction of the image cult into Indian Buddhism, A.K.
Coomaraswamy made an important statement:

“I believe that this worship had nothing to do with original Buddhism or Jainism
that it did not originate with the monk, but with the lay community, when the
people in general felt they want of a higher cult than that of their deities and
demons, when the religious development of India found Bhakti the supreme
means of salvation” (Coomaraswamy, 1927: 297).

Thus, it with the religious development of the people, various practices were adopted
into the original religion. In other words, originally Buddhism or Jainism did not reject the
new assimilations because the community of monks offered to serve the varied religious
needs of the society.
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Considering the nature of Sinhalese Buddhism, this has been critically inquired into by
R.A.L.H. Gunawardana in the sixth chapter of his book Robe and the Plough (Gunawardana,
1979:212), where he says:

“Buddhism offered a path to salvation through personal endeavour and,
originally it had no cults to cater to the “specific plebeian religious needs” of
society at large. Hence it did not demand that its follower’s completely reject
non-Buddhist cultic practices. Even during the early years of history, Buddhism
came to terms with popular cults like the propitiation of Yakkhas and Nagas and
the worship of Brahmanical gods. Buddhist texts merely claim that the Yakkhas,
Nagas and the Devas accepted the supremacy of the Buddha. In Sri Lanka some
of the pre-Buddhist cults had been appended to Buddhism by the beginning
of the period under consideration, and this did not necessitate any change in
its fundamental principles. In some cases “Buddhist” rites were introduced
to perform the functions of pre-Buddhist practices. On the other hand, the
contact with, Saiva and Vaisnava faiths stimulated the development of cultic
practices and elaborated ceremonial in Sinhalese Buddhism. Together, these
trends represent the development of Sinhalese Buddhism into a comprehensive
religious system capable of serving the varied religious needs of society.”

In fact, in this description he clearly shows the two layers that consist of Sinhalese
Buddhism. The original Buddhism offered a path to salvation through personal endeavour
and also it did not completely reject pre-Buddhist, other cultic practices and ceremonial
activities which served the varied religious needs of the society.

We may also pay attention to the statement made by Lamotte regarding the nature of
Indian Buddhism. Lamotte says:

“Buddhism is not only a mystical philosophy practised by those who expect to
attain Nirvana. It was also a religion that went out of the narrow scope of the
mind to suit all layers of the widespread population. There is no doubt that based
on certain points of the doctrine and cult; the negations were not essentially built
with the aspirations of the lay people.... The growing success of propaganda
was for the effect of transforming Buddhism, which was originally the mystic-
philosophical message, to a real religion involving a Goal (more precisely a
divinized Buddha), a pantheon, sounds, a mythology and a cult. This religion
did not delay in penetrating into the monasteries and to influence, more or less,
the scholarly doctors.”(Lamotte, 1958: 686-687).

Accordingly, on the one hand Buddhism is a mystical philosophy practiced by those
who expect to attain Nirvana. On the other hand, it was also a religion capable of serving
the varied religious needs of all layers of the widespread population.
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The fact is that these two strands of religion have been discussed by many scholars
on a conceptual basis. Gananath Obeyesekere (Obeyesekere, 1963:139-153) attempted to
use Redfield’s concept (Redfield, 1956) for understanding the nature of Buddhist culture as
“great tradition” and “little tradition.” Here, while the great tradition has been identified with
the Theravada soteriology of the Pali literary tradition, the little tradition has been identified
with the ritual transactions with Mahayana and other local traditions. So, the two strands of
religion represent Theravada Buddhism on the one hand, and on the other hand, the verity of
Mahayana and local rituals and magical practices. But, Gananath Obeyesekere clearly points
out that these two layers historically link within the single religious culture as one interrelated
religious system (Obeyesekere, 1963:153). With the contribution of Richard Gombrich, in
1990, Gananath Obeyesekere further developed this idea in the publication of Buddhism
Transformed; Religious Change in Sri Lanka (Gombrich and Obeyesekere1988:65-67).
Though they attempted to study modern Sri Lankan religious culture, they also clearly
pointed out the way that Buddhism historically assimilated various beliefs and practices for
serving the varied religious needs of the society.

In 1991, John Clifford Holt made a remarkable contribution to classify the assimilation
of the Mahayanic cult - Avalokite$vara in the Buddhist tradition of Sri Lanka. In his book,
Buddha in the Crown, he applied the terms “Laukika and Lokottara” for the understanding of
this complicated / complex structure of religious culture: the former means “of this world”,
while the latter can mean “above” or “beyond this world” (Holt, 1991: 19-24). Buddhism
is a mystical philosophy practised by those who expect to attain Nirvana. It is Lokottara -
oriented. On the other hand, lay people attempt religion - magical practices seeking salvation
and freedom from their sorrow or dukkha of this world. That is laukika. By explaining this
in a theoretical manner, Holt clearly suggests that these two crucial terms represent two
overlapping orientations of a single dynamic whole: laukika and lokottara, while the laukika
side represented the conditioned, temporal, and antecedent orientation, the /okottarare
presented the unconditioned, eternal, consummate orientation (Holt, 1991:23). However, here
attention may be paid to the argument regarding the real nature of Buddhism which is the “two
overlapping orientations of a single dynamic whole”. The above discussion clearly shows
that one strand (great tradition or ‘/okottara’) of Buddhism has been identified as traditional
or original religion on the basis of the traditional literature but the other assimilated ideals
(little tradition or ‘laukika’) cannot be identified with this traditional religious literature.

As maintained earlier, Mahayana Buddhism was not active as a separate group or
organization until the first or second centuries CE. Therefore, many scholars find it difficult
to come to a conclusion about which Nikaya original Mahayana belongs to. Some accepted
the view that the Mahasanghikas may have been the forerunner of Mahayana Buddhism
(Beop, 2010:247) and some others are of the view that the “Sarvastivada” sect would have
contributed much to the growth of Mahayana Buddhism in one way or the other (Dutt,
1998: 242-243).
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Some Japanese scholars expressed the view that Mahayana was originated from the
layman who worshipped and protected the cult of thupas, (Beop, 2010:255) because two sub
sects of Mahasanghika called Pubbaseliya and Aparaseliya emerged in association with the
thupa or chaitya cult. There were special Sekhiyas in the Mahasanghika vinaya which may lend
support to their argument. On the other hand chaityakas were off branches of Mahasanghika
bhikkhus. It is widely believed that Mahasanghikas were the forerunners of the advent of
Mahayana.

On the other hand some have clearly pointed out that Mahayana Buddhism itself is not
to be conceived as a “sect” as stated by unambiguous textual evidence (Bechert, 1973:54).
The formation of Mahayana is contrasted with the old doctrine of so-called Sravakayana
or Theravada. O H. Bechert assumed that Mahayana came into existence with monks, nuns
and lay persons with many practices and beliefs drawn from many communities unifying
around a common religious aspiration to attain Buddha-hood themselves eventually which
in essence is the ¢ hief distinguishing feature from the Theravada (Hinayana), (Bechert,
1973:11).

Many scholars try to emphasize the similarities between the Theravada doctrine and
pre-Mahayana Buddhism (Dutt, 1939; Bechert, 1973:154; Cohen, 1995:1-25; Beop, 2010:
247-262). Therefore, the discussion on the origin and development of Mahayanism as a
development of one Nikaya or sect cannot be accepted. According to the Theravada tradition
there had been monks who held Mahayana beliefs. Since Mahayana Buddhism structurally
differs from other sects, it cannot be categorized under the various sectors of Theravada
schools (Bechert, 1973:155).

The Mahayana or Theravada ideological admixture of Buddhism was clearly discussed
by Richard S. Cohen in his research which named “Discontented Categories: Hinayana and
Mahayana in Indian Buddhist History (Cohen, 1995:1-25). By referring to the Tathdagata
bimbakarapana sitra which was discovered at Gilgit, Richard S. Cohen has given us valuable
details in this regard. According to his view, this text claims that anyone who makes an
image of the Buddha, became intent upon awakening and will attain Buddha-hood (Cohen,
1995:6). Though this statement is characterized by Mahayana ideas, the text ends with the
statement that the author of this sitra attains Arahatship. Thus, it is noteworthy that some
authors use both Mahayana and Theravada ideals without any distinction.

Ho-Beop also pointed out very clearly regarding the Theravada - Mahayana
admixture of Buddhism on the basis of the code of Discipline of the sangha—Sekhiyas
(Beop, 2010:253 - 256). The primary objective of the sekhiyas is to regulate the day to
day living of monks with regards such basic needssuch as dressing robes, eating, traveling,
preaching, easingthemselves and other behavioral patterns. Beop profoundly compared
sekhiyas (Training) in the Suttavibhanga used by Theravada sangha with the Caturvarga
vinaya of Dharmagupta which is used by the Korean sangha and pointed out the way that
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the Theravada code of Discipline was influenced by the new code of Discipline with regard
to sacred objects which were in vogue by the advent of Mahayana. There is no evidence
to prove that the Buddhist thupas and the Buddha statues were in existence at the time of
the Buddha. They were in vogue by the advent of Mahayana and the teachers added the
corresponding sekhiyas to fit into the environment.

Even in the Theravada Pali chronicles, the Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa, and in
measured contrast to the earlier Pali Nikayas, the Buddha is imagined in ever more spectacular
ways, stressing his superabundant capabilities and character, accepting certain Mahayana
ideas. Among the vast amount of indications, the practice of merit-transfer, various cult
practices and even Dharani, have been found in Theravada Pali chronicles.

The Pali Chronicles such as the Cilavamsa, Nikayasangrahaya and
Saddharmaratnakaraya state that the commencement of the practice of honouring the
Dharmadhatu, among the Sri Lankan Buddhists goes back to at least the sixth century
onwards. According to the Ciilavamsa, in the twelfth year of king Silakala (530 CE), a
merchant who visited the city of Kasi (India) brought back the Dharmadhatu and presented
it to the king (Cilavamsa, XLI1, vs. 37-41; Nikayasangrahaya, 19-20). The king honoured
it and placed it in the Vehera Jetavana monastery and performed a festival once every
year for its honour (Cilavamsa, XLI, vs. 37-41). According to the description given in
the Saddharmalankaraya (13" century CE) a certain king named Kassapa enshrined the
dharmadhatu in the Abhayagiri stiipa when he rebuilt it (Saddharmalankaraya, 333). Also
this text informs us that dharma chaitya was included among the five different classes of
stiupas (Saddharmalankaraya, 298-333).

In this context, it is noteworthy, that the word Dharanighara, is also found in the Sri
Lankan literary sources. The word ‘ Dharanighara’is used for the house for the performance
of the practices for dharma and dharani in honoring relics. According to the description
given in the Cilavamsa the building named Dharanighara was built for the performance
of these incantations by king Parakramabahu I (1153-1186 CE.) (Cilavamsa, LXXIII, v.
71). It is still impossible to find out whether the Dharanighara is indigenous to Sri Lankan
Buddhist architecture or derived from elsewhere. It is interesting to note that an attempt has
been made by Chandra Wikramagamage to identify the type of building which was used
for the performance of dharma and dharani relics, with the building named ‘vatadage’in
Polonnaruwa, Tiriyaya and Medirigiriya (Wikramagamage and Kusumoto,2008: 22-23).
The stijpa at Udayagiri in Orissa is very similar to this type of building but no comparative
studies have been done so far.

However, it is of interest to note that the Dipavamsa is the earliest source to refer to
this which shows that Dhamma-kaya of the Trikaya concept was known to Sri Lanka soon
after it came to being. The Dipavamsa clearly mentioned that the teaching of the Buddha
look like the Dhamma-kaya, after itarranged at the First Council (Dipavamsa, IV, v. 22).

10
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The author of the Saddharmaratanakaraya (Saddharmaratanakaraya, 14-16) has
drawn a certain amount of inspiration from his knowledge of Mahayana texts. It clearly shows
his familiarity with the doctrine of Trikaya of the Mahayanists referring to the Buddha as
having a threefold body, i.e. Ripa-kaya, Dhamma-kaya, Nimitta-kdaya. The author further
proceeds to explain these threefold bodies. Rijpa-kaya is said to be the human form of the
Buddha which could be seen by all persons having the faculty of sight.

As described by Ho Beop:

“... the doctrine says that a Buddha has threekayas or bodies: the Nirmana-
kaya or created body which manifests in time and space; the Sambhoga-kaya or
bady of mutual enjoyment which is a bady of bliss or clear light manifestation;
and the Dharma-kaya or Truth body which embodies the very principle of
enlightenment and knows no limits or boundaries. The Dharmakaya symbolizes
Tipitaka.” (Beop, 2010:252).

The Tri-kaya has been further described by Nandasena Mudiyanse as follows:

“... From the description of the Dhamma-kaya as given in this text, it may be
conjectured that the reference is to the inner enlightened body or the Dhamma
of the Buddha. The text says that to the ignorant it is formless, but to those who
understand it, it has form. Nimitta-kaya is referred to as the state of sopadisesa-
nibbana-dhdatu, which is visible only to the clairvoyant. It may be understood
as the state of enjoying the bliss of Nirvana in his living form. Sunya-kaya is
described as his state in anupadisesa-nibbana-dhatu i.e. bliss of Nirvana after
his passing away. It will be seen that the author was familiar with the doctrine
of Tri-kaya of the Mahayanists. Riipa-kaya of his description appears to be
identical with their Nirmana-kaya. The Mahayanist theory of Dharmma-kaya
may be compared with the description of Dharmma-kdya as given in this
text. The remaining two kayas seem to be an elaboration of the theory of the
Sambhoga-kaya.” (Mudiyanse, 1967: 22-23)

This clearly shows that the Theravada authors of Sri Lanka were familiar with the
doctrine of Tri-kdaya that were developed by the Mahayanists.

The Manimékalai is an important Tamil text revealing Buddhist influence. It has
been assigned dates varying from the sixth to the ninth century CE (Gunawardana, 2005:
72; Hikosaka, 1989: 62-72). ShuHikosaka clearly pointed out that the author of this book
Cattanar has been influenced by both Mahayana and Theravada ideals (Hikosaka, 1989:62-
72). There are many similarities in the structure, techniques and the religious practices
between the Manimékalai and Mahayanist concepts and practices (Hikosaka, 1989: 71).

11
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Pirit- chanting is a very popular ceremony among the Theravada Buddhists of Sri
Lanka and most of the South East Asian countries. As the term itself implies it means safety
(piritta- protection), the ceremonial recital of which is regarded as capable of warding off all
forms of evil and danger (vipatti), including disease, the evil influence of the planets, evil
spirits etc (Kariyawasam, 1995: 32-41). These extracts are found collected and arranged in a
particular order in the Book of Paritta or pirit—pota (Piruvana-pothvahanse) and it contains 27
sttras as Ratana-pirita, Mangala-pirita, Metta - pirirta, Mora - pirita, Jaya -pirita, Sivali - pirita
etc. Most of these extracts clearly show the influences of Mahayana and Tantric practices.

The Maha — mayuri - dharani is used by the Mahayanists as a protection against
infectious diseases and serpents (Mudiyanse, 1967: 22-23). It is one of the five protective
charms (dharanis) of the Mahayanists. The Mora-pirita (Piruvana -pothvahanse, 20-21)
used in Sri Lanka, is similar to the Maha - mayuri-dharani. The Gini-pirita, (Piruvana
-pothvahanse, 255) used in present day Sri Lanka is much like a dharani of the Mahayanists.
The word “dharani” occurs twice in the text. Jinapanjaraya, (Piruvana -pothvahanse, 249)
Jaya-pirita (Piruvana -pothvahanse, 254) Sivali - yantraya (Ibid, 274) and Ratana—yantraya,
(Piruvana—pothvahanse, 272). They have been probably composed as a result of the influence
of Tantric Buddhism. In the Jinapanjaraya occur the words “etthantareatthanatha bhavanti”.
Attha-natha is the eight Nathas who may be the same eight forms of Natha quoted in the
Sariputra. The prevalence of such practices may perhaps be due to the influence of Tantric
Buddhism.

Conclusion

Finally, one cannot help admiring the manner in which monks, belonging to diverse
Nikayas and (sects), adherents of Theravada schools as well as Mahayanists foregathered at
one place, under one roof, to discuss and study comparatively, harnessing a wide spectrum
of intellectual attainments to arrive at conclusions in a totally studious atmosphere, thereby
widening their horizons of knowledge. Within this exercise, it is obvious that narrow
differences such as Theravada or Mahayana had been ignored for, under such circumstances,
such divisions must have appeared as trivial and irrelevant. Thus, it is significant that
philosophically Theravada and Mahayana or Tantrayana traditions are represented in clear
opposition but not in a practical sense. So, it can be clearly suggested that the Theravada —
Mahayana distinction of the studies of history of Sri Lankan Buddhist culture is irrelevant.
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Introduction

By this time Persian merchants were firmly rooted in the entrepdt trade in India
and Sri Lanka. According to Cosmos in the 6" century A.D. Sri Lanka had been the
main centreof commerce in the Indian Ocean and Persians were held in high esteem as
respectable merchants in Sri Lanka. By this time, Sri Lanka obtained a firm position in the
international commerce and trading system. Although not a commercial production centre,
Sri Lanka became a supply and distribution centre of commodities and a main naval centre
in the Indian Ocean; as such Sri Lanka became a reputed naval base with a well organized
shipping system in the region. Consequently, the income generated being tremendous, it
was properly invested in completing 60 irrigation systems and cultural monuments in Sri
Lankasuccessfully (Gunawardana 1993:178-208 ; 1971: 3-27; 1984: 115-143; Premathilaka
1978: 61-74; 1987: 1-20; Dasanayaka 2002: 117-135.)

A good image of the trading activities with West Asia during this period emerges from
the account of Cosmasindicopleustes of the 6™ century A.D.!. This kind of brisk trade with
West Asia was the very reason why the Arabs paid so much attention to Sri Lanka; especially
the activities of Persians in the commerce with Sri Lanka made way for the Arabs. Further,
because of the Persians’ involvement with Sri Lankan commerce, all West Asian nations
and Europeans too were attracted immediately to the Sri Lankan trade.

Cosmas says that this Sri Lanka is situated in the remotest of all Indian lands that it lies
to the left of those who went to the IndianSea beyond the Persian Gulf, and that the island was
called by the Indians Sielediba and by the Greeks Tuprobané. He also states that the distance
from Taprobané to the China is much greater than the distance from the island to the head of
the Persian Gulf. He says, due to its central position, the island is much frequented by ships
from all parts of India and from Persia and Ethiopia and likewise sends out many ships of
its own. He also adds that from China and other places east of Cape Comorin, (the “inner
countries”), the island received silk, aloes, clove-wood, sandal-wood and other products,
and these were again passed on to the western marts such as Male, Kalliana, and Sindhu,
Persia, the Himyarite country, and Adoulis. The island receives imports from all these and
passes them on to the ports in the east, and, at the same time, exports its own produce in
both directions (The Christian Topography of Cosmas, an Egyptian Monk 1897 : 364-372;
Cosmas Indicopleusts, The Christian Topography 1909: 322; Nilakanta Sastri 1942: 88)

From this account it is evident that the island took an active part as an entrepdt trade
centre in international trade at this time, especially trade with West Asia. This evidence of

1 Cosmas was surnamed Indicopleustes, i. e. “Indian Navigator.” He was probably an Egyptian
Greek. After a long career in overseas trade he became a monk and devoted the rest of his life
to writing theological works. One work of his which has come down to us is the Christians
Topography, in twelve books. Book XI of the Topography, contains a description of the island of
Sri Lanka.
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Cosmas is also attested by Procopius the Roman historian who was a near contemporary
of Cosmas. According to this writer, the Persian merchants bought their wares of silk from
Indian merchants who brought them to Ceylon (Dewing 1906: 9-13) But there is evidence
that Persians came to Sri Lanka even before Cosmas’ time. According to Fa-hien (A.D. 414)
there were many FVaisya elders and Sabaean (Hussein 2007: 3) (Sa-Bo?) merchants whose
houses were stately and beautiful (A Record of Buddhist Kingdoms: Being an Account by
The Chinese Monk Fa-Hien of His Travels in India and Ceylon A.D. 399-414 1971: 68; The
Travels of Fa-Hien 1886 :104; Travels of Fah-Hian and Sung-Yun-Buddhist Pilgrims from
China to India 400 A.D. and 518 A.D. 1869: 149-64 )

Cosmas does not tell us what the products were, apart from the precious stone which
he calls the hyacinth. In fact, according to Cosmas, Sri Lanka in the 6™ century A.D. was the
most important entrepdt and the Persians occupied a privileged position here because they
brought horses (a commodity of great prestige) into the country, and further says the island
now became the terminus of western navigation in the Indian Ocean.Because of the strategic
location of this Island and the natural harbour, ships arriving from all parts of India, Persia
and Ethiopia could be anchored safely while many ships sailed to foreign harbours from here.
Cosmas has described this very vividly. It is important to note that the arrival of Ethiopian
ships and transporting many commodities to western parts of the world as intermediate agent
made thelndian Ocean a busy high way of trade and commerce.

It was possible here to exchange their wares with the cargoes brought from further
east. O.W. Wolters argues that the Persian shipping went no further than Sri Lanka in the fifth
and sixth century, and that the Malay ships monopolised the trade in western luxury goods
with China (Wolters 1967: 74) In the seventh and eighth centuries one hears of Persians
sailing beyond Sri Lanka, but there is no evidence to show that this took place in the time of
Cosmas (Weerakkody 1981:120; Comes 1966:7-24) If Persian ships had been sailing beyond
Sri Lanka, the island would not have been so famous as an entrepo6t at that time. But Cosmas
knew from the experience of his own time that the situation was really that “this Sielediba
is “mediatrix” (Sri Lanka in the centre) ( Ibid) in the great eastern trade routes by sea; then,
‘he repeats, “placed, as one may say, in the centre with regard to India, and possessing the
hyacinth-producing region, it receives imports from all the seats of commerce and in turn
exports to them, and is thus itself a great seat of commerce’. But, as it is emphasized in the
introduction, during Cosmas’ time, Sri Lanka played a great role in the Indian Ocean as an
entrepOt trade centre from ancient times and Cosmas’s information is in addition to this.
But when discussing the beginning of Sri Lankan and West-Asian relations, his account is
the most important source.

2 The phonetic values of the Chinese characters being as and vabo or bha-These Sabaeans
evidently refer to the Arabs of the southern Arabian Peninsula whose origin is traced to one Saba,
a descendant of Joktan (Arabic Kahtam) who in turn descended from , the Shem, the progenitor
of the Semitic peoples.
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Cosmas narrates with vividness and enthusiasm the adventures of his friend Sopatros
who, having gone to the island on business, and having been granted audience with the king
at the same time as the Persian ambassador, convinced the king of the superiority of the
Romans (that is the Byzantine empire) over the Persians by offering a comparison of the
coins of the two nations. This is how he reports the incident:

“Anyway, one of the business people from here, named Sopatros, who has been
dead for the last 35 years, to my knowledge, once reached the island of Taprobané on a
business venture, when the ship from Persia had just cast anchor there. So the people from
Adoulis, and Sopatros with them, disembarked, as did the people from Asia, with whom
there was a Persian envoy also. Then, as was the custom, the local magistrates and the tax
collectors welcomed them and took them to the king. The king welcomed them, received
their salutations, and told them to sit down, and then he asked, ‘How are your countries, and
how things are getting on there?’ ‘Nicely’, they replied. Then, in the general conversation
the king put the question, ‘Which of your kings is the greater and the more powerful?’

“The Persian got his word in first and said, ‘Our king is the more powerful, the greater,
the richer, and he is the King of Kings. Whatever he wills, he is able to put into effect.’
Sopatros kept quiet, and then the king said, “What about you, Roman? Haven’t you anything
to say?’ And Sopatros replied, ‘What can I say after these statements of his? If you want the
truth, you have got both kings here. Have a look at each of them, and you can see which is
the more glorious and powerful.” On hearing this, he was astonished, and asked, ‘Are the
coins of both kings here?.” He replied, ‘You have the coins of them both, the nomismaof
the one, and the drachma(that is themiliarision) of the other. Look at the image on each of
them and you will see the truth.’

“The king praised and commended the idea and ordered both coins to be produced.
Well, the nomisma was of gold, brilliant and of shape, for the coins which are exported are
specially selected, whereas the miliarision, to put in a nutshell, was of silver, and that was
enough to rule out any comparison with the gold coin. The king turned both coins over and
inspected them, and, full of praise for the nomisma, he said, ‘Truly, the Romans are glorious,
powerful and wise (The Christian Topography of Cosmas, an Egyptian Monk 1897: 363-373;
McCrindle 1901:160-66; Yule 1913 :222-231; NilakantaSastri :86-92; Weerakkody 1981:
120; Weerasinghe, Goonetileke and Abeysingha 1986: 447-463; De Silva and Kiribamune
1987: 21-32)

Cosmas had recorded that incident directly from Sopatros or from his men, while
details of Sri Lankan information were also obtained from other reliable sources. As such
many believed his recordings. According to this information, during that period, although
Roman kings were mighty and more powerful, Sri Lanka had a better trading system with
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the Persians. This had to be accepted. In the time of Cosmas, Persia was more powerful
than during the Sopatros period (Tennent 1859: 542) Sassanid activity in the Indian Ocean,
the Arabian Peninsula and the Indus valley is best known from the last century before the
Hijrah *, when the Byzantines made efforts to break the Sassanid hold on the India trade. It
can definitely he said that the Sassanids, taking over commercially where the Romans and
Greeks left off, developed into a major Indian Ocean power, and that the Persians did not
leave much room to their Byzantine-Ethiopian rivals, for, as Procopius writes, “the Persian
merchants always located themselves at the every harbour where the Indian ships first put
in (since they inhabit the adjoining country) and are accustomed to buy the whole cargoes.”
(Wink :50)

This much is clear; in the centuries preceding the advent of Islam there was persistent
and intense commercial rivalry between the Sassanids and the Byzantines, and that such
rivalry acquired outspoken political and ideological dimensions which were manifest from
Syria to Sri Lanka. As it is mentioned above, during the long reign of king Nushirvan
(A.D. 531-579), Persia vastly strengthened her position all over West Asia. The decline
of the Himyarite kingdom on the one hand and the growing interest of the Persians in the
navigation of the Arabian sea (Ahamed 1978:81) on the other affected Arab trade relations
with South Asia, and caused the transfer of the immemorial traffic between India and Egypt
into the hands of Persia.

Thus, in the century before the rise of [slam the Persians were supreme in commercial
activities in the Indian Ocean. Their ships frequented harbours of India and Sri Lanka
(Mantai). Though the Arabs were well known as traders in Asia long before the birth of Islam,
thePersians had been trading with China and the far eastern countries even earlier than the
Arabs. Besides, Persian interests in the island can be traced back to at least a century and a
half earlier (Wolters 1967: 80) 4, for it is learnt from Chinese sources that as early as A.D.
380 a Persian king asked for the hand of the daughter of a king of Sri Lanka and sent a gold
bracelet as a present (Ibid :81) ° As Cosmas said, there is no doubt Persians kept Sri Lanka
as a notable centre for their trading activities.

3 The emigration of the Prophet from Meccato Yathrib (later called Madinat an-Nabi, the “City of
the Prophet” or Medina) at the end of September in 622. The Hijrah took place in the year 622,
at the end of the September, probably on the 17%. Sixteen years later, in 637, the Caliph ‘Umar
formalized the Prophet’s custom of dating event from the Hijrah, the moment of the establishment
of the first Islamic state. Thus, the year of the Hijrah became the first year of the Islamic era.

4 The following passage appears in the T’aiyiilan: ‘The T’angtziistates: Shih-tzii country (Sri
Lanka) produces cinnabar, mercury, hsiin-lu, turmeric, storax, costus, and such perfumes.’
According to the Sui shu the author of the T angtzii was the Taoist T’angP’ang, who lived under
the Wu dynasty(122-280).Shih-tzii is the name used by FaHsien for Sri Lanka at the beginning of
the fifth century.

5 The fragment comes from Liu Hsin-ch’I’s (A.D.380) Chiaochou chi: The Po-ssii (Persian) king
asked for the hand of the daughter of the king ofSsti-¢iao (Sri Lanka) and sent a gold bracelet as
a (betrothal) present.
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In the 5" century A.D. the Sassanian emperor had an ambassador in the Royal councilof
the king of Anuradhapura. This is an evidence of the Sri Lankan diplomatic relationship with
West Asia. According to historian IbnMiskawaih (A.D.1029 A.D.), among the kings of Asia
and Byzantium who presented themselves at the court of this illustrious Sassanian Emperor
with their delegations, there was also the king of Sarandibwho had come with precious gifts
(Imam :173) Whoever, it is not clear whether the king himself was present or an emissary
represented the king. Al-Beruni (A.D.1048) also refers to a dispatch of a diplomatic mission
along withten elephants, two hundred thousand pieces of teakwood,® andseven divers (of
pearls) sent by Sarandib to KhusrawNushirvan (Kitab al Jamahir fi Marifat al Javahir 1908:
71;Imam: 173) Al-Beruni was considerably a well educated historian on Asia and furnished
reliable details on historical events-and, therefore, what he referred to here could be the same
royal delegation. Mahmud Gardizi who flourished in the middle of the eleventh century A.D.
also confirms in his Zain-ul-Akhbar or “Glorious Chronicle” that the king of Sarandibhad
sent valuable gifts and good wishes to the Sassanianemperor (Imam:173)

But Gardizi recordsa fact which has not been mentioned either by Al-Beruni or
IbnMiskawaih that some emissaries of kingNushirvan also visited the Sarandibisland.
The exact time has not been recorded. King Nushirvanhad a long reign of 47 years,(A.D.
531-579) during which period there were six kings in Sri Lanka. Silakala (A.D. 518- 531)
Dhatapiboothi (A.D. 531), Moggallana II (A.D. 531-551), Kithsirimegha(A.D. 531-569),
Mahanaga(A.D. 569-571), andAgghabodhi (A.D. 571-604). Therefore, the above mentioned
visit of the emissaries could have been during the reign of one of those kings. The Sri
Lankan king at that time had sent 7 divers or royal pearlcollectors to Iran to be employed in
the Persian Gulf pearl-fishing, because the Iranian emperor had been highly impressed by
the abilities of these divers collecting pearls. They were assigned to serve in the Gulf bay
area with the permission of the king of Iran. Al Tabari (A.D. 839-923) has recorded that
the emperor of Iran,Nushirvan,had sent an army or fleet to Sarandib and collected valuable
gems and other products (Goeje 1903: 90; Whitehouse and Williamson 1973: 29-49; Colles
1969: 10-47; Tibbetts 1957: 6-7,9) However, Ahmad Nafis is of the view that the Persians
acted aggressively inSri Lanka (Nafis 1945: 225)

Andre Wink and Auguste Toussaint mention that a second fleet was also sent to Sri Lanka
in the reign of Khusro I (Wink: 51; History of the Indian Ocean 1966: 45) Hanza d’ Ispahan,
in his chronicles written in the middle of the tenth century, says ChosroesNourschirvan,
the celebrated Persian monarch, invaded Sarandib in the year A.D.650 (Rifles 1876:233)
But there is no evidence to this, and especially there is no mention in Sri Lankanchronicles
regarding an invasion by Persians.Therefore, Al Thabari’s declaration may be taken as an
exaggeration or boasting of Iran. The close relationship of Persians with the Royal council
of Anuradhapura had an impact on the Arab-Sri Lanka connections. Although the Arabs had
some connection with Sri Lanka earlier, this made them improve the relations much more

6 May be 2500, ornamental articles made of teak wood carvings
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vigorously. However, when considering the West Asian relations with Sri Lanka, before the
Arabs were able to capture the trade relationship, the Persians were closely related to Sri
Lanka through sea-trade.

Cosmas further attests that there were Persian settlements in the island. According
to him, it seems that there was a Persian church and that the presbyter was appointed from
Persia’. This, by the way, is the only authentic record of the existence of Christianity in ancient
Sri Lanka prior to the arrival of the Portuguese. However, legendary claims cannot always
be substantiated. There was, for instance, a curious tradition that the island was visited and
converted by a eunuch of Candace. The Queen of Ethiopia, and he, along with St. Thomas
the Apostle, were put forward in the time of the Portuguese rule as rival claimants to the
sacred footprint on Adam’s Peak (Rifles: 95; Weerakkody 1981:111). It is also sometimes
alleged that there was a monastery of St. Thomas in the island in the middle of the fourth
century. So far, it has not been possible to establish the truth of any of these stories. Many
Indian scholars insist that St. Thomas did reach South India in the time of king Gundaphar
identified with Gondopharnes (HimanshuPrabha Ray :185) and attained martyrdom on a
mountain outside the city (near Madras) (Abraham 1988:17). Certainly there is evidence of
the presence of the Christians in South India from at least A.D. 300(Pearson :59). In fact,
some of the Nestorian (Loewe 1971-1972:166-169)% tomb-inscriptions in India have been
dated as early as A.D. 547 around which time Cosmas was writing (Weerakkody :111).
One of these stone panels is preserved in the church of St. Thomas near Madras (Hodivala
1995:12-13), while others have been found in the state of Kerala (Zachariah 2006:Ch II)
in the churches of Kottayam, Murrucira, Katamaram and Alanga (HimanshuPrabha Ray:
186). The original text, however, is preserved in the epitaph at Madras (HimanshuPrabha
Ray:186; Langfeldt :32-60).° This evidence leads us to conclude that the Christian church
set up in Sri Lanka primarily met the religious needs of the Persian community settled there.
(probably near the Mantai port city in Anuradhapura). The discovery of a similar stone panel
with a Nestorian cross at Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka in 1912 has also lent support to the
view that they dwelt in the city (RamanathanAyyar 1924:188-196; Archaeological Survey
of Ceylon 1924:51-52) . But it must be pointed out that the cross cannot be dated to the time
of Cosmas. D.P.M. Weerakkody correctly assumes, ‘the cross may date to a time before the
fall of Anuradhapura in the 11" century A.D. but it cannot serve as evidence for the location
of the Christian “church” mentioned by Cosmas’ (Weerakkody :113) However, the fact that
contact was maintained with Persia is in harmony with the extensive sea trade that existed
from the Gulf to Malabar and Sri Lanka.

7 He was also the Bishop of India

8 According to story,told by Procopius and Theophanes of Byzantiyan, two monks who were
probably Nestorians had brought some silk-worm eggs to Justinian’s court, hidden in the staves
which they carried; this allegedly occurred ¢.550.

9 The presence of Christians remains in the archaeological record from the Persian Gulf (at al-
Qousour on the island of Failaka) further reveals Christianity in this period.
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The relations with Persia is also testified by numismatics; the silver Larins or fish-hook
coins of Persia and the gold seraphins of Ormuz on the Presian Gulf have been found in Sri
Lanka (Nicholas and Pranavitana 1961:322). Among the materials in recent excavations
which can be attributed to Persian origin, there were: a Partho-Sassanian pitcher from
Jetavanarama from the citadel in Anuradhapura (Fernando: 68). Besides large quantity of
Sassanian-Islamic ceramics (British Archacology Report 1989; Whitehouse 1996: 339-
349; HimnshuPrabha Ray 2003: 87)'° and a baked-clay bulla with three impressions of the
Sassanian period have been found from Mantai (Carswell 1991: 197-203; HimanshuPrabha
Ray:186) . Bopearachchi notices that when defining the design of the interior city, the royal
pleasure gardens and the palace, the ancient site of Sigiriya was, to a certain extent, influenced
by Persian architectural tradition (Bopearchchi 1996: 72; Allchin and Allchin 1997: 377-
391; Multi-Disciplinary International Conference on the Occasion of 50" Anniversary of
Independence of Sri Lanka 1998:23-25). By publishing three coins of Yezdigerd 1 (A.D.
397-417), Codrington (Codrington 1924:30) puts forward a hypothesis according to which
occasional finds of small copper coins among the ‘third brass’ show the dealings of Persians
in Sri Lanka. Apart from that, there are three more Sassainian coins which further support
these relations. The interesting thing is, one of these coins belong to the king Nushirvan
period. All of them bear the same obverse and reverse types: bust surmounted by crescent/
fire alter with flames and two attendants.

The first coin is of Xusro I (A.D.532-579), of the year 16, mint AYR
The second is of Hormizd IV (A.D.579-590), of the year 10, mint BBA
The third is of Xurso II (A.D. 591-629), of the year 6 (Bopearchchi 1996:72

It would seem that with the decadence of the Sassanian
empire, the Muhammadan Arabs began to reach the Malabar
coast and Sri Lanka, and it can be ascertained that a great
number of literary sources and inscriptions, archaeological
artifacts, such as ceramics and especially coins testify to the
presence of Muslims in the island as early as the 7" century
A.D.

Fig.1
Persian pottery

10 Archaeological excavation conducted at Siraf port in the Persian Gulf indicates that Siraf played
an active commercial role in the Sassanian Period.
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Introduction

The sociologists have studied the changing of the social structure through the behavior
pattern of the individual. On the other hand these social behavior patterns affect to change
the social structure among this dual activity, there are regular and inverse relation. Therefore
researchers paid special attention for independent and dependent variables. In related to
other societies, context of Sri Lankan society is in quite complex. This complexity has been
established by the, multicultural religious and multi-ethnic groups.

Criminologists endeavor to document patterns of crime in order to understand the nature
and extent of crime. While the public regards many crimes as random acts, criminological
inquiry has been showed that crime is not randomly distributed across individuals or groups.
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Criminological research on the patterns of crime focuses on the relationship of criminal
behavior to dimensions of time and space and dimensions of social structure. Hence, the
Criminology has paid close attention to a variety of contextual and structural dimensions
that underlie the basic patterns of crime.

Research Methodology

Therefore the main purpose of this paper was to analyze the complex variables such
as Literacy, Poverty, and Marital status, with Crimes Trends and Patters in contemporary Sri
Lanka. The characteristics of the prisoner were included in prison reports. Due to this prison
reports used to realized economic background of the prisoners. More case studies depicted
the correlation between the crimes and social background (Tittle, Villame and Smith 1978).
However these studies were thoroughly criticized due to unable to analyze the social status
conceptually (Braithwaite 1979). In spite of these criticizes social variables are the most
suitable to understand social context of crimes. Hence, the researcher has used the available
data of the prison department and the police administrative reports with the primary data to
analyze the social context of crimes in contemporary Sri Lanka.

Results and Discussion:

1. Literacy and crimes

There were many studies have done to show the relation between crimes and the
literacy. It was hypothesized that low level of education caused for crimes. This is only a
hypothetic after the independent in Sri Lanka in related to the developed countries shows
the education has developed certain extent. In 1946 literacy rate was 37.5 % and by 2012
it has rapidly increased up to 95.7% (Department of Census and Statistic 2012). In such a
background, under mentioned graph depicts the relation between the crimes and the education
in contemporary Sri Lankan society.

Figure: 1
Convinced Prisoners by Literacy 2009-2013
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The graph elucidated the five year data from 2009 to 2013 and criminals were
grouped according to their literacy qualifications. Crimes were fluctuated in every group
within above period. Owing to the prison official crimes data it categorized into eight groups
under educational levels. Such as No schooling, Grade 1- 5, Passed grade 5, Passed grade
8, Passed G.C.E. (O/L) examination, Graduated and others (Post graduate). In observation
the relation between the crimes and education in Sri Lanka the most were reported Grade 8
groups and the others were Grade 1 - 5, Grades 5 and the O/L groups in respectively. Fifth
and sixth groups were belonged to the No schooling and passed A/L examination groups.
In crudely the most crimes rates were reported who passed Grade 8. Minimum crimes rate
was reported who got through degree. To observe these states calculated compare with the
population of each education level. The below table was calculated crimes rates according
to education level per 100,000 populations.

Table: 1
Convicted Prisoners by Literacy in 2012, Crime rate per 100,000 populations.
Literacy Population above 25 | Convicted prisoners Crime rate per
years population 100,000
No Schooling 561163 1920 342.15
Grade 1-5 2214793 5407 244.13
Passed Grade 5 1889721 5854 309.78
Passed Grade 8 2886830 8133 281.73
Passed GCE (O/L) 2303018 3834 166.48
Passed GCE (A/L) 1724574 1073 62.22
Graduate 358052 33 9.22
Other 112791 2137 1894.65

Source: Department of Prison

In 2012 owing to the table, there were 28,391 prisoners. According to the Department
of Census and Statistic, highest proportion of population revealed that education level 24%
were people who passed grade 8. Minimum was post graduates 1% of total population of
country. One thousand eight hundred and ninety five (1,895) graduates represented per
100,000 populations. This was challenged to traditional crime hypothesis and these figures
shattering away of it. In 2012 above 25 years old people were convinced prisoners among
them post graduates. In 2011 two thousand two hundred fifty nine (2,259) were post graduates.
In 2013 it increased up to 2,574 according to this statistics in related to 2012, four hundred
and fifty seven (457) prisoners were increased, cause for this situation was the deviate the
rule and regulation of the establishment cord apart from these were bribes and malpractices
were discovered after the political party revolution or change. In Sri Lanka after the political
changing these crimes appeared highly. The point of the classical criminalists (Southerland,
1940) crimes that done by high class people were not reported. They were deleted from official
statistics. However these crimes were considered as unreported crimes. In a systematic study
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of crimes by corporations, Sutherland presented a formal definition of white-collar crime
as “a crime committed by a person of high social status and respectability in the course of
his / her occupation”. In that sense these were white collar crimes. In Sri Lanka, in fact
that if not comes new political party to power these crimes would be silence or unreported.

Apart from no schooling prisoners were three hundred and forty two (342) per 100,000
populations. And thirdly and fourthly there were reported Grade 5 and Grade 8 respectively
and later Grade 1-5 reported. However 166 G.C.E (O/L) passed, 62 advance level passed
and Graduates were reported. In relation to education and crimes in Sri Lanka shows that
challenge the traditional criminological

Table: 2
Direct Admission to Training School According to Literacy
Year
Literary 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
No Schooling - - 2 2 -
Grade 1-5 3 4 3 1
Passed Grade 5 1 5 7 3 5
Passed grade 8 8 23 18 8 23
Passed GCE (O/L) 6 - - - -
Passed GCE (A/L) 8 - - - -
Total 26 32 28 16 29

Sources: Department of Prisons

Reviewing focus our attention to this table figure out Grade 5 and Grade 8 passed
were reported highest value during the time of 2009 up to 2013. In Sri Lankan society these
groups have belonged to the minor staff in institution of government and privet sector such
as, sweepers, peons, and drivers. Some case studies revealed that these people obtained low
salary. Although they imitate the high class people's life style (or pattern). Therefore their
expectations were destroyed this was main cause for crimes of Grade 5 and Grade 8 rather
than No schooling category.

2. Poverty and Crimes

There is a serious relation between the poverty and crimes. It is as old as the race. If
the people were unable to fulfill their necessities by legal way it is a social deviant behavior.
Researchers convinced this position caused to increase the crimes rate in the society. Though
Sri Lanka has reached development in previous decades, but it does not show the reduction of
crimes rate among poor people. I have deeply discussed this situation in the second chapter.

According to the above clarification poverty of Sri Lanka has been certain extent
alleviated. Owing to the prison official data more than 50% of people imprisoned for default
of payment of time. The poverty headcount index for 2012/13 was 6.7 and was decreased
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from 8.9 in 2009/10. From 1990/91 to 2012/13 the long term overall poverty index has shown
a downward trend. In 2012/13 approximately 1.3 million individuals were in poverty. For
the previous survey year 2009/10 it was 1.8 million. This represents a 0.5 million decline
from 2009/10 to 2012/13. The total poor households were 5.3 percent from total and it was
approximately 0.3 million house-holds in 2012/13(Central Bank reports 2013).

Table: 3
Imprisonment for default of payment of fine 2004-2013
Year Total Admissions of No. of Persons Imprisoned in Percentage to total
Convicted Prisoners Default of payment of Fines Admissions
2004 26898 15666 58.2
2005 33034 16244 49.2
2006 28732 14723 51.2
2007 31306 15408 49.2
2008 33566 16868 50.3
2009 37872 19339 51.1
2010 32128 16061 50.0
2011 27018 15306 56.7
2012 28391 12045 42.4
2013 30760 16183 52.6

Sources: Department of Prisons

Above mentioned table depicts the percentage of imprisonment for default of payment
of time. Therefore it is argued the large number of people imprisoned due to the poverty.
They were unable to pay time, on the other hand majority of these were connected with the
property crimes. In 2004, 58.2% imprisoned due inability of pay the time. In 2013 it became
52.6%. It shows directly affected the poverty for crimes.

To examine the connection between the crimes and the poverty, there are not statistics
and income of criminals or offenders. However the income of the sentenced to death prisoners
was reported. In table 4 depicts the income of sentenced to death prisoners 2009 - 2013.

Table: 4
Income of Sentenced to death Prisoners 2009-2013
Income Year

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Rs. 250 & under Rs. 300 per month 48 6 24 32 19
Rs. 300 & over 57 88 72 87 95
No income 3 2 11 12 10
Total 108 96 107 131 124

Sources: Department of Prisons
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It is difficult to obtain true comprehension above income categorization. Because
depicting the income level in five groups no sufficient. Due to this categorization it
was difficult to understand reality the position of criminals. But According to Official
Poverty line at national level of Sri Lanka for 2016 is Rs. 3961(15 $US) (Department of
Census & Statistics) and that logic all above prisoners sentenced to death were under the
poverty line.

From day to day due to the poverty crime wave has gone up, it did not show the real
income but poverty affects the crimes. In observation they connection between crimes and
poverty residence also played a major role. Poverty in Sri Lankan society in related urban
areas, rural areas depicted the highest rate. Under mentioned figure 2 shows the direct
admission of prisoners sentenced to death according to residence from 2009 to 2013.

Figure: 2
Direct Admission of Prisoners sentenced to death According to residence 2009-2013
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Owing to the prison statistics from 2009 to 2013 admission of prisoners
sentenced to death from the rural residence were upper than the urban residence. In 2009
there was 76.8% of rural residence and remaining part from the urban resident. But 2012
showed that increased of urban residence up to 58%. Totally in related to the urban people
mere rural people were conveyed to crimes. Factors that affect to these crimes were
collapsing of etiquette or moral values, extended family, mother immigrate to Middle East
countries in search of jobs, fathers addicted to drugs. When we are comparing the crimes with
the education, poverty and social status, traditional criminological theories were challenged.
For instance the post war era in Sri Lankan society most of the educated people have
shown upper crimes rate rather uneducated people in the community.
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3. Marital status and Crimes

Crime is a young person’s activity. Indeed, researchers have observed that age is the
best predictor of criminal behavior. The relationship between age and crime is curvilinear.
Criminal activity increases with age into adolescence, peaks in late adolescence or early
adulthood, and then declines fairly quickly with age and continues to decline more slowly
to death. This pattern generally holds regardless of sex, race, and class, as well as across
time periods and places, leading some to argue that the age crime relationship is invariant
(Gottfredson and Hirschi 1986).

Criminologists have used the term “desistance” to describe the termination of criminal
behavior as age increases past the peak offending years in late adolescence or early adulthood
(Laub and Sampson 1993). Although most offenders “age out” of crime by early adulthood, a
small percentage continues to offend over the life course. This observation has sparked interest
in the role that age plays in distinguishing between different types of offenders. Contrary to
the age invariance position, research on the effects of age at first offense and the trajectory
of crime over the life course suggests the existence of distinct types of criminal careers that
vary in terms of onset, duration, and intensity. Individuals who become involved in crime
at an early age and those who have contact with the legal system earlier in adolescence are
more likely to become chronic offenders or “life-course per-sisters.” Laub and Sampson
(1993) have shown that even among early-onset and chronic offenders, desistance from crime
is possible. Research in this realm has also verified that the most common type of criminal
career is “adolescent limited,” meaning that criminal behavior is generally confined to the
adolescent and early adult years, at which point desistance rapidly occurs. Owing to the
above clarification youth were doing abundance of crimes without any discrimination such
as sex ethnicity and class. This state can be understood by the Sri Lankan society.

Table: 5
Direct Admission of convicted Prisoners According to Age groups 2009-2013
Age group Year

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Under 16 years 11 5 102 19 0
16 and under 22 years 2070 2000 1538 1802 1711
22 and under 30 years 13276 7316 5794 6087 6897
30 and under 40 years 13376 9857 8738 8663 10595
40 and under 50 years 5919 8566 7098 7513 7788
50 and under60 years 2182 3479 2952 3529 3110
60 years and above 1038 905 796 778 659
Total 37872 32128 27018 28391 | 30760

Sources: Department of Prisons
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According to clarification of Gohtredson and Hiyschi (1986) connection between age
and crimes exist in curvilinear examining the age of convicted prisoners during the time of
2009 to 2013 belong to the age group 22 to 40 years, When the age become low level crimes
increased. When the age has become high similarly crimes also have been increased. This
view was convinced by the Sri Lankan society.

Over the years, three methods for preventing crimes have been used and those can be
divided into three parts as Punitive, Defense, and Interventionist. The criminologists have
illustrated that Punitive methods are based on the assumption that criminality and crime
rates can be reduced by making people so fearful of being punished for committing crimes
that they will refrain from doing so. The idea is that inflicting severe pain on offenders both
reforms those who are punished (specific deterrence) and prevents others from committing
crimes (general deterrence). Much of the legislation aimed at doing something dramatic about
a crime problem is simply an attempt to increase the severity or certainty of punishment
(Beckett and Sasson 2000). Deterrent theorists hypothesized that when the certainty, severity,
and celerity of criminal sanctions are high in a population, criminal behavior can be reduced.

Conclusion:

In abstract, this paper proposes that Certainty or risk of penalty of Independent
variables which is measured by arrest rate of Sri Lankan community as the proportion
of arrested individuals prosecuted was high in the community while Severity: maximum
sentence provided by law (e.g. Sentenced to death, or capital punishment), proportion
of convicted offenders sentenced to prison. Official crime rate known to Department of
Police and Department of Prison had been increased. Criminological research over several
decades and in various nations generally had been concluded that enhancing the certainty of
punishment produces a stronger deterrent effect than increasing the severity of punishment.
But case studies of convicted prisoners and recidivists increments have been proved that
the necessity of enhancing Certainty and Severity of punishment in Sri Lankan community
to curb crimes for the betterment of entire community.
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Introduction

Sri Lankan historiography relating to immigrant plantation worker community under
colonialism in the 19" century has so far failed to examine the inner complexity of strategies
of labour management. This historiography tends to emphasize institutional developments
in the plantation sector as and overall process of modernization where the colonial state and
the British planters combined to provide better social, health and sanitation facilities for the
welfare of the immigrant workers.

In 19" century colonial plantation system in the Asian region labour management and
control has to be examined at three levels. First, legal level where government Ordinances
legally guaranteed the rights of the workers and even envisaged bargaining with employers on
wages and working conditions. Second, labour management and control strategies informally
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employed by planters collectively. Thirdly, methods of regimentation and exploitation
practiced by individual planters. The important of this research entirely a new approach to
management and control of Indian Plantation labourers under colonial regime in broadly
and this is the first attempt at a comparative study with other Asian countries. The main
objective of this research therefore to open a new academic dialog on this specific subject.

Several historians, Michael Roberts in particular, have assumed that on the whole
formal legal regulations were accepted and implemented by the planters. This research will
present the hypothesis that labour ordinances was used and abused with the connivance of
the British bureaucracy and entirely new terms and restrictions were imposed, informal,
collectively and individually by planters.

Methodology

This research hopes to follow the scientific method of identification and analysis of
historical sources. Materials using in the conduct of this research have been collected mostly
from labour commission reports, Labour Acts, Sessional reports, Administration reports etc.
This researcher expects to conduct extensive field research in selected plantation locations
to supplement evidence from official and non-official sources to strengthen the argument.

Discussions

Indian labor migration to Sri Lanka was unique in being a migration of free laborers
in contrast with indenture labor migration to most of the other countries which obtained
labor from India, particularly the West Indies, Mauritius, East and South Africa and
Fiji. Foundational to the relationship of un-free labor with capitalism is the p rocess of
accumulation by dispossession-the enduring reliance of capitalism on non-market legal and
extra-legal coercive forces to facilitate accumulation of value and asymmetrical distribution
of economic gain and pain (Ferelman 2000: 13-14/ Glassman 2006: 608/ Harvey 2003:137-
182/ Ferelman 2007: 44 ). For detailed analyses of accumulation by dispossession whereas
the indentured labor system contractually bound the immigrant laborer to serve a particular
employer for a specific period, which usually varied between three to five years, in Sri Lanka
the Indian immigrant was considered a free laborer processing the legal right to quite his
employer’s service at a month’s notice.Besides he was free to move between his homeland
in South India and the work-place in the Island unrestricted by Government regulations on
both sides,except for the bare quarantine procedure in Sri Lanka (Wesumperuma 1989:23).

When we consider about the features of indenture labor system and its significant
features we can identify many characteristic features of this system as following.The legal
structure of the indenture system evolved during the course of the mid nineteenth century
with the enactment o f a series of Emigration ordinances by the British Indian Government
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which laid down conditions for the recruitment and treatment of Indian emigrant laborers.
This body of the legislation was originally enacted with regard to Indian labor immigration
to Mauritius and the West Indies which were the pioneers of the recipient countries of
indentured labor from India.These ordinances were ,in fact ,the result of an effort to minimize
the abuses connected with the recruitment and treatment of Indian laborers while at the same
time ensuring a stable supply of labor to the British enterprises in those parts of the Empire
which faced acute shortages of labor (Wesumperuma 1989:23).

I believe that it’s imperative to look in to their statues in India when considering the
legal condition of the Indian immigrant plantation labors in Sri Lanka. Firstly [ would draw
my attention relating to the Indian background. Briefly, the crucial provisions embodied
in this Emigration Ordinance were as follows, the laborer and the employer had to enter
into a contract which mutually bound the two bound the two parties to certain conditions.
Thelabourer had to serve a definite period stipulated in the indenture contract. He had the
option of returning to India after the expiry of the indenture or of entering in to a fresh
indenture contract to serve a further period specified in the new contract. If the labour failed
to work during indenture without reasonable cause or if he absconded, he was liable to be
punished. The cost of his passage abroad and his return passage to India had to be borne
by the employer.

The country recruiting Indian labor under the indenture system had to appoint
a protector of Immigrants to look after the interest and the welfare of the recruits. He
was obliged to submit annual reports to the British to the British Indian Government
on Immigration conditions of the immigrant laborers on the plantations, particularly on
the matters such as health, mortality, treatment by the employers and wage payments
(Wesumperuma 1989:25). According to Sandhu’ sinterpretation he shows us in spite of the
legal safeguards to protect the labourers in actual practice the indenture system degenerated
to near slavery (Sandhu 1969:76). Furthermore he pointed out that restriction of movement
of the immigrants, the employer’s right of private arrest, gross disproportion of the number
of males and females among indenture labourers, their illiteracy and poverty combined with
the employers economic position, among other factors,contributed to vitiate the working of
the legal safeguards in the Indian Emigration ordinances (Sandhu 1969:145).

The management of forced labor formed part of the concern for order. Pre-colonial
modes of forced labor, far from being abolished, were reinforced. Drafting forced labor for
public works soon graduated to mobilization of labor for plantations owned by Europeans.
Indeed, in colonial India, indentured labor was first introduced in the tea plantations within
the colony itself (Gupta: 1981).

Labour migration to the Ceylonese plantations was not subject to Indian government
regulations as it had been in other overseas colonies. It was exempted from the operations of
the Indian Emigration Ordinances. The planter-labour relations were mediated by the labour
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laws enacted by the Ceylon colonial government. These laws enabled the planters to maintain
control over their labour force. One such law enacted was the Ceylon’s Service Contracts
Ordinance No. 5 of 1841, based on Master and Servant Law in England and reinforced in
1865 and 1916, which regulated contract for hire and service in the plantations. The breach of
contract provision of this labour law was rigorously enforced thereby strengthening the hold
of the planters over their indebted labour force. It was also aimed at discouraging ‘bolting’
(or running away, known as desertion in Assam) of labourers from the tea plantations and
prevented workers from moving to other plantations for employment. These provisions
reinforced debt bondage relationships of the immigrant labourers with the planters and also
thwarted the emergence of a labour market in Ceylon plantations (Peeble 1986: 25-27).

We are able to identify many rules and regulations pertaining to the Indian immigrant
labor community in colonial Sri Lanka to micro analyze most important and selected acts.
When we consider master —servant act in colonial context it has played vital role regarding
to the labor rights. Firstly I attempt to generally identify the features shared in common and
subsequently an effort is made to micro analyze master servant acts. Another important fact
was the first attempt at regulating master-servant relationships was made during the term
of Governor Sir Robert Wilmot Horton (1831-1837) when the number of Indian plantation
workers in Sri Lanka was very small. However, the proposed ordinance which gave the courts
powers to inflict severe punishments on workers with no corresponding punitive powers in
respect of employers was based on principles then prevailing in the England was allowed by
the colonial office.Horton’s successor J.A Stewart Mackenzie (1837-1841) resubmitted the
legislation to the colonial office and, Lord Glenelg introduced new clauses which were even
more advantageous to the employers. In addition to this finally Sir Colin Campbell (1841
to 1847) who submitted an ordinance which the colonial office found acceptable. This act
introduced as Service contracts Ordinance No; 5 of 1841 which was *’Better regulation of
servants, laborers, and Journeymen Artificers under contracts of Hire and Service and of their
Employers. Kumarijayawaredena states the laws operated in favor of the employer such as
<’ Although these laws were supposed to afford some measure of protection to the workers
in their relations with the employers, in effect they served mainly to limit desertions from
plantations by fixing penalties for breaches of contract ¢’ (Jayawardana 1972: 21).

There were no legal regulation limiting the hours of work.The usual practice was for
work to begin at 6 AM and case about 4 PM. In 1893 a doctor described the long hours,
perhaps 10.00 to 11.00 without food, prejudicial to the cooli who was not physically strong.
In 1914 the harsh treatment of plantation workers in the Sabaragamamuwa Province came to
the notice of the government when the District Judge reported that a large number of workers
had complained to him of starvation and neglect. In this province, between October, 1913 and
March 1914, seven workers were found dead and six were found lying ill on the road near the
Nivitigala estate, and inquiries by the Government agent reveal that in 1913 there were 227
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deaths on this plantations, representing 24 percent of its labour force ((Jayawardana 1972:
21)). According to her argument it is revealed that though the regulations and amendments
and ordinance imposed by planters were shown to be originally intended to benefit the
plantation laborers, the reality was quite different.

The impact of master servant laws on the planation labor community

Labor migration to the Ceylonese plantations was not subject to Indian government
regulations as it had been in other overseas colonies. It was exempted from the operations
of the Indian Emigration Ordinances. The planter-labor relations were mediated by the labor
laws enacted by the Ceylon colonial government. These laws enabled the planters to maintain
control over their labor force. One such law enacted was the Ceylon’s Service Contracts
Ordinance No. 5 of 1841, based on Master and Servant Law in England and reinforced in
1865 and 1916, which regulated contract for hire and service in the plantations. The breach
of contract provision of this labor law was rigorously enforced thereby strengthening the hold
of the planters over their indebted labor force. It was also aimed at discouraging ‘bolting’
(or running away, known as desertion in Assam) of laborers from the tea plantations and
prevented workers from moving to other plantations for employment. These provisions
strengthened the debt bondage relationships of the immigrant laborers with the planters
and also obstructed the existence of a labor market in Sri Lankanplantations in 19th century
(Peeble 2001/ Wesumperuma 1986: 25-17).

The ordinance No 5 of 1841- “’For better regulation of servants, Laborers and
Journeymen Artificers under Contracts for Hire and service, and of their Employers™. All
verbal and written contracts or agreements in the case of “’any menial or domestic servant or
Laborer” were to be deemed monthly engagements. They could be terminated on a week’s
notice by either party, or by the payment of fifteen days wages by the masters, or by proved”
misconduct” by either party. Written contracts could be entered into for the maximum period
of a year and needed a month’s notice for termination (Moldrich 1988: 62). If a laborer
refused to work, deserted or otherwise misbehaved himself, the District court could forfeit
all his remaining wages and could in addition imprison him for a maximum period of three
months, with or without hard labor. Laborers could bring complaints against their masters
for non-payment of wages, breach of contract and or “’misconduct *’. If found guilty, master
could be charged with all arrears and fined ten pounds, and if defaulting, imprisoned for a
maximum of three months. Such were the main provisions of the law. Though the above
was expected of the law, what happened in practice was not the same. This can be shown
through my earlier research which pointed the unequal treatment of men and women as far
as the wages are concerned and it could not have been happened that way if the law lived
up to its obligations not to mention the fact that the labourers were exploited to the fullest
(Hettiarachchi 2018: 51421-51427). Ultimately we can reasonably assume that there is a
considerable difference between colonial theory and practice in Colonial Sri Lanka.
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In the actual implementation this contractual relationship between employer and
employee did not materialize. When we try to understand the Colonial policy in terms of
the impact it exercised over the laws concerning the Indian labor community, a classic
example is provided through the statement of acting Governor Tennant’s statements which
is as following;

The ordinance made ample provision for the protection of the immigrant worker and
justice to both (employer and immigrant worker) but whilst the employer resorted to it freely
upon every occasion, the semi-civilized coolly, unaware of its existence, ignorant of his
own rights, or apprehensive of still further annoyance, failed in almost any one instance to
appeal to it for protection or to call on the local magistrate for assistance. His disposition and
habit was to suffer in silence, and when at last hopeless of redress, he makes no complaints,
but goes back to India in disappointment (Silva 1840-1855: 242). This is indicative of the
difference between the theory and the practice of the Colonial policies and the degree to
which, in legal terms the labors were exploited without their knowledge.

Another important fact was while the official may have been determined to play the
impartial arbiter this could hardly be expected of a justice of the peace who was also a planter.
By the mid-1850s as government sought to relieve the pressure of work on its officials, there
was a considerable body of unofficial Justices of the peace, many of them planters. Even
though some of the legal experts such as, Thomas Berwick (District Judge in Kandy) were
trying voice but it was soundless because of the powerful planter.

Government legislation purported to benefit laborers, could not do so, particularly
in the face of to trace the powerful opposition from the planters. For example, ordinance
no 5 of 1841, which was introduced to make both the employer and employee equal before
the law, in fact made the employer liable to civil proceedings and the employee to criminal
proceedings in cases of violations of obligations towards each other.as in colonies elsewhere,
here too the illiterate workers who had no benefactors to represent their interests did not have
the sophistication to use the law even when it could offer them some protection. As Michael
Roberts remarks; Lords of their domains, the planters were faced by timid immigrants bred
under authoritarianism and with no conception of trade union organization. Where legislation
fell short of the radical it was rather such factors as the heavy demand for labor, the scope
for desertion and the enlightened self-interest and humanitarianism of planters, than any
legislation that would have tended to soften the treatment of the immigrants (Roberts 1965:
37). * Enlightened self- interest”” and ‘’humanitarianism” were quite rare in the treatment
of labour. As far as the planters were concerned, Indian laborers represented’ human nature
in an uncultivated state” and they disparagingly referred to them as coolies. P .D. Millie,
an earlier planter has said that when coolies complained to them that their pay was short,
the planters usually ordered them off with a cuff and a kick. As shown earlier, the estate

42



The Journal of Studies in Humanities, V'olume 4 Number I1, 2018

owning planters of the time misused the plantation labors to achieve their own expectations
while promoting the plantation economy in Sri Lanka (Moldrich 1988/ Silva 1966). When
we are considering K.M de Silva’s earlier research, relating to his idea, despite his attempts
to implicate that the condition of the coolies on the estates and their treatment by their
employers are inapplicable to all the instances, it is far from the reality.

The plantation law was the ruling enactment in that time and who ever tried to go
against this law and of the extraordinary punishment in the plantation sector of colonial Sri
Lanka. This following statement revealed that unjustified legal background in the estate
sector. Furthermore we can understand the real situation of the labor life under the British
colonialism and find out planters act as a lord, law makers and judge relating to the labor
issues in this particular period. Another interesting fact is that the planter is the one who
should be held responsible for violating labor rights throughout this period. When we pay
our attention to the court cases we are able to identify the real attitudes and behaviors among
the planter society relating to the immigrant labor society in Sri Lanka.Vijaya Samaraweera’s
research shows us the extent to which the planters and the superintendents took the law at
hand and how far it resulted in pressurizing the plantation labors as following.

Every man is a magistrate on his own estate, you know, and therefore as

Long as the man is working for you, you have right to do what you like
With him-that is, anything short of killing him (Samaraweera 1981: 123-158)

Furthermore Vijaya Samaraweera draws an example by means of a court case. In case
of Marden VS Muniandi 1899 ICLR Chief Justice Bonser was clearly revealed in that this
arbitrary character of this extra legal system of labor control converted to a custom in the
plantation sector. However, the Indian plantation labors believed that on the superintendent’s
ruling system rather than court or the police in interference.

As Wijaya Samaraweera points out, there is no doubt that on many estates what [ may
term the patriarchal system prevails. The superintendent punishes the coolies himself for
any disobedience or faults, and so long as the superintendent does not abuse his position,
and the coolies acquiesce, that system is probably much preferable to one in which the
interference of the police courts is being constantly evoked by the superintendent, and
this court would certainly not be anxious to interfere. But it must be distinctly understood
that such a system has no support from the law, and only rests on the acquiescence of the
coolies (Samaraweera 1981:123-158). However in my perspective the power vested upon
thesuperintendents concerning the plantation labors has frequently been used to oppress
the labors in Colonial plantation setup the reason being their abuse of power to facilitate
plantation labor subordination. I need to raise a question as to how far the superintendents
were trustful in dealing with the labor community in the plantation sector.
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My argument is very clear and proved through this classic example which according
to the practice of the planters in his own plantations he was employedasthe lord and others
were considered as slaves. This is the actual practice of the colonial regime and a so called
humanitarianism was not existent in actual practice. I try to point out to the condition that
was prevalent in the plantation sector which was totally contrary to what has been claimed
by most researchers. I would like to prove it further by focusing on this statement based on
a letter from the Queen’s Advocate, Richard (later on Sir) Morgan, a case was hardly ever
known of a justice in the planting districts doing to secure the apprehension of criminals in
cases of serious crime, although the jails are crammed with scores and hundreds of men,
women and children arrested on warrants for desertion (Moldrich 1988). Samaraweera noted
that though the master servant relationship was created civil desertion (and disobedience)
was deemed a panel office. The thinking that led to this is worthy of notice. First, there was
the premise that panel provisions would act as a deterrent on the workers. As chief Justice
Marshall declared in a breach of contract case under the ordinance No 3 of 1834.

“’It is because of the circumstance of most servants would incapacitate them from
paying damages that the breach of their civil contracts of service are thus punished criminally.
In other words, the fear of punishment, operating on the mind of the servant, is given to the
masters as a protection against misconduct, in the room of a pecuniary indemnity ,if awarded
by a decree, could seldom be actually recovered.”(Samaraweera 1981: 143)

This was not the only occasion in which the high court, ostensibly involved only in
the interpretation of the laws, faithfully reflected the thinking of the colonial government
and articulated it publicly in a most effective manner. Secondly the panel provisions were
justified on the grounds that a speedy settlement of cases could be best brought about by
following criminal proceedings rather than civil. The extent to which utilitarian considerations
guided the actions of the officialdom is amply prosecution did not bar civil action by the
aggrieved party (Ibid).

As the Supreme court pointed out in a judgment ,”’the master may if he chooses
,accept the servant’s act and treat the contract as rescinded ,but he is not obliged to do so”.
In other words, desertion by itself did not constitute a termination of the contract because
contractual obligations could not be removed unilaterally (Ibid).

As the Supreme court pointed out in a judgment ,”’the master may if he chooses
,accept the servant’s act and treat the contract as rescinded ,but he is not obliged to do so”.
In other words, desertion by itself did not constitute a termination of the control because
contractual obligations could not be removed unilaterally. This is of course meant that, if
the master did not treat the desertion as a recession, the servant continued to be bound by
the contract. In fact, this was the case even when the servant had faced criminal punishment,
for “’the contract itself will not be dissolved by the supervening of some cause excusing the
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non-performance of it” (Ibid: 144) In addition this researcher shows us the legal remedies
available to the master for breach of contract on the part of the servant were amply and
frequently resorted. While he shows us a classic example through the historicalsources, he
draws the attention tothe fact that imprisonment of workers on conviction was not something
which the employers especially looked forward to, for the simple reason that it removed
the worker from service on the invariably obtained rulings from the courts requiring the
return of the convicted servant to the estate as an alternative to imprisonment. There was no
provision in the 1841 ordinance for such action of the courts but the legality of the practice
does not seem to have been raised in court (Samaraweera 1981: 143-144).

Ordinance 13 of 1889 further amended the Master and Servant Laws and clarified
two imprecise passages: For the first time a distinction between domestic servants and
plantation laborers was made and, secondly, the definition of ‘employer’ was extended to
the current superintendent of an estate, thus solving practical problems frequently arising
in the implementation of the laws due to absentee planters. Additionally, the amendment
legally recognized the longstanding practice regarding verbal contracts. ‘In practice, verbal
contract meant the entry of the laborer’s name in the estate check-roll and the acceptance
by the laborer of the quota of rice issued by the estate as part payment of wages’.43 This
practice now had a legal footing. From a merely legal viewpoint, the Master and Servant Laws
provided both the planter and the laborer with valuable instruments to defend their interests.

On the one hand, the planter could easily sue his laborers for breach of contract in
various situations as such breaches were broadly (and vaguely) defined. Although Ordinance
11 of 1865 obliged the employer to provide his employees with lodgings, food and medical
care during periods of sickness, refusal to pay wages remained the only prosecutable offence
on the part of the employer. On the other hand, the Master and Servant Laws recognized
the ‘free’ nature of plantation labor. Although the possibility existed to enter into longer
written contracts, almost all labor relations were regulated on the basis of verbal one-month
contracts. In theory, the laborer could leave an estate at one month’s notice. In times of ever-
rising labor demand, this would have placed some power in the hands of the laborers. In
reality, a number of customs and practices of plantation recruitment and life kept the bulk
of the immigrant labor force from enforcing their rights as laid down in the legislation. The
rigid hierarchy of the kangany system and an evolving network of debt bondage served as
functional equivalents and secured the availability of a cheap and steady labor force. We
have already briefly discussed how the rising labor demands. This would have placed some
power in the hands of the laborers. In reality, a number of customs and practices of plantation
recruitment and life kept the bulk of the immigrant labor force from enforcing their rights
as laid down in the legislation. The rigid hierarchy of the kangany system and an evolving
network of debt bondage served as functional equivalents and secured the availability of a
cheap and steady labor force
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Ravi Ahuja sheds new light on our argument by means of the following statement.
The complexity of “ master and servant law”’ is already evident if we ask whose interests it
served. To be sure, it primarily served masters. Similarly, refers to Mary Turner’s argument
which claims that “the end of slavery and the subsequent introduction of master and servant
law left indentured laborers in a negotiating position significantly weaker than that achieved
by those who had heretofore worked as slaves”. Ultimately it provides us a reasonable
ground to further assume that the master servant law was in the best interest of the planters
which in turn was unfavorable on the laborers and the outcome was totally opposite to what
was expected at the initiative level (Ahuja 2007: 290-291/ Jayaraman 1967: 333).

The Labor Management Process in the Plantation Regime

Earlier we were able to get a clear picture of how the planters manipulated the labors
under the pretext of labor acts, and ordinance in Colonial Sri Lanka.Then an attempt is made
to consider the labor management and control strategies informally employed by planters
collectively.

But with growing demands for labor, the recruitment from South India was increasingly
carried out by kanganies or headmen. With the massive expansion of tea cultivation in
Ceylon, the kangani system of recruitment became the dominant feature of the mobilization
of immigrant labour from South India for Ceylon plantations.

The kangani system involved a short-term (usually 30-day) contract, which was
generally verbal rather than written. The labourers were free to leave whenever they
wished. Ceylon plantation labourers, however, had to pay the costs of their transportation
and recruitment, binding them to their employers through other means. Food, clothing and
transit of the recruits during the trip to Ceylon were paid by ‘coastal advances’ secured by
kanganies. These expenses were charged by plantation owners as ‘debt’ against the kanganies
and ultimately transferred to recruits. A state of indebtedness from the very beginning left
labourers tied to their kanganies and the planters. Having indebted labourers in Ceylon
suited the tea planters, as tea required permanent labour (Wesumperuma 1986/ Peeble 2001).

In most of the literature on the immigrant labour in Ceylon plantations the kangani
is seen as a patriarch. This perception was created by the contemporary planters and the
colonial bureaucracy and found uncritical acceptance in academic works. Patrick Peeble
is less enthusiastic about this perception and forcefully argues against the description of
the kangani as a patriarch. According to him ‘these accounts of ‘patriarchal kangani’ are
repeated in annual reports of the Ceylon Labour Commission and in other official literature.
In due course this became part of the scholarly construction view of the kangani (Peeble
2001: 34). As in Ceylon, the kangani in Malaya acquired a very significant position in
the plantation hierarchy during the rapidly expanding rubber industry. During this period
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he played a vital role of being indispensable to the planters as a procurer of labour. He
attempted to migrate many labourers from South India through the maze of agents, depots,
ships, camps, inspectors, clerks etc by spreading lies with many promises among the poor
villages in South IndiaKumariJayawardana who conducted a deep research in to this area
was able to portray the real situation of this community. The bond between kangany and his
gang of workers arose out of the workers indebtedness. According to the Controller of Indian
Immigrant Labour, Indian workers in Ceylon were ‘’born in debt, lived in debt (Jayawadana
1972: 19). One of the most glaring injustices was the issue of wages.The method used to
exploit plantation workers varied. Planters in the nineteenth century sometimes failed to
pay wages regularly, handed the workers’ wages to the Kangany, or made deductions from
wages (Rutherford and Hill 1902: 247).

It is further evident that the planters made an effort to keep the labors as a separate unit
by means of their isolation from the outer society as a consequence of British regime. Within
this environment the plantation workers were isolated and virtually imprisoned and all the
necessary steps to ensure that it was successful carried out were taken with great care. In this
process of keeping them isolated, the inherent behavioral traits of plantation workers were
identified by their employees and that was utilized to achieve their goals. Planters regarded
the indigenous population as less trustworthy, expensive and even revolutionary. The Indian
immigrants, on the other hand were perceived to be obedient and loyal.

Asoka Bandarage pointed out that the docility of Immigrant labour was not an inherent
trait of Tamil character as the Ceylon planters easily concluded; rather it was a structural
feature of migratory labour and a global phenomenon in capitalist development (Bandarage
2005:318).

According to her idea the housing arrangement on the plantations were created in
such a manner that the Indian plantation workers could protect and follow the socio-cultural
behaviors and traditions in the same manner and live as a separate ethnic group, thus
maintaining their identity and living accordingly. The special feature of their language, caste
system and religion were preserved, since they were restricted to their line rooms and the
plantation, providing a secluded environment where cultural heritage could be perpetuated.

The construction of line rooms and the locations selected to do so, appear to have
been a deliberate move by the planters to isolate the plantation workers from Sinhala rural
villages. The plantation managers took steps to ensure that plantation workers could not
develop any relationships with those living outside the plantation and this was accomplished
through strict supervision. Plantation workers were not allowed to travel outside the plantation
and a security service was maintained to watch the movements of workers. However, it is
significant that the night watcher of estates were Sinhalese. The planters were convinced
that the Sinhala watcher would not help Tamil workers to go beyond the boundaries of the
plantation at night.

47



The Journal of Studies in Humanities, V'olume 4 Number I1, 2018

My earlier research shows that caste structure among the Indian labor community
was used as well as abused by the British Colonialists for the development of the plantation
economy in Sri Lanka. My argument was that the manner in which the colonialists used their
own culture especially related to the caste structure among the Indian immigrant laborers of
Colonial Sri Lanka to their own advantage (Hettiarachchi 2019).

I was able to show how and to what extent the immigrants protected their caste structure
in these new locations. I strongly argue that while giving immigrants the opportunity to
continue their caste system, the planters too used it as an instrument of labour subordination.

The most significant fact that is revealed through this investigation is that the planters
had a micro-view of their caste differences and they always tried to select labourers who did
not create any disturbances. One of the planters said “I am a very old planter and study the
coolie and caste very carefully (Labour Commission Report 1908:348.). Planters realized
that the easiest way to control labourers was to use the Kangani for that purpose especially
when a labour dispute arose.

In this research project I showed that the British British colonialists are more concerned
about Indian culture and they tried to use of them for their own purposes which highly tally
with what have been pointed out by AnandA.Yang very properly in his recent research.
He says that transplanted to India in the late eighteenth century, transportation took root in
the emerging colonial penal culture of the early nineteenth century and flourished because
colonial administrators viewed it as an especially suitable technology of punishment for
Indian society and culture. In addition he says that Inindia as in England, it was aimed at
attaining the penal objectives of removing criminals from their local societies, of deterring
others from committing crimes, and of reforming the convicts. And in India it was believed
to have the added virtue of being a transgressed punishment, that is transgressed indigenous
notions about the religious and cultural dangers of crossing the Kala Pani or the “’Black
water’ ’Thus British officials considered transportation to be a weapon of tremendous power.
The horror with which the people regard transportation is a feeling born with them, and the
questions whether it be a wise or a foolish feeling, whether it be a just deduction from true
premises or the result of ignorance and superstition are nothing to the purpose. In other words,
transportation was said to pack an extra punitive punch because of its negative cultural and
religious implications (Yang 2003: 186).

According to the above institutional changes that resulted from the changes introduced
by the colonial government in 1908 the Tin Ticket System was begun. The essence of the
system was the assumption by the British Government of the responsibility of conveying
the immigrants from the Government Immigrant Camp at Tatapari in South India to the
railway station nearest to the plantation of their destination. Every estate which joined the
scheme was allotted a number. This number together with a letter of the alphabet denoting
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the planting district in which the estate was situated were punched on a small metal disc
known as the Tin Ticket (Wesumperuma 1986: 68) Thus, the Tin Ticket virtually contained
the address of the estate to which the Tin Ticket belonged. The Tin Ticket was supplied to
the planters by the government and was available at the provincial (Ibid). From the time
of the process of uprooting individuals from their native villages in India, up to the stage
where they arrived at their destinations (Plantations in Ceylon), the purpose of them being
taken away and how they could satisfy their needs was conveyed by the issue of a “Tin
ticket” to each immigrant. All these can be identified through examining their content,
which enabled the planters to fulfill their expectations to their benefit and advantage while
the reality for the plantation workers was agony and misery. The leaflets distributed in their
home country had created hopes and expectations, but while they were travelling to their
future work stations the difficulties and discomforts made them realize that they were totally
misled and deceived.The Tin-ticket served as a mechanism to bind its recipient to become
a virtual semi-slave rather than an employee, within the plantation sector. When the rules
and regulations indicated in a “Tin ticket” was examined the “token” dictated terms that
controlled every aspect of the life of a plantation worker. It reduced the worker to a helpless
one who had to depend on the hierarchical system of the plantation for his survival. The token
mentioned above reduced workers into weaklings without human dignity, totally dependent
on their employer for survival. The Token prescribed a slice of bread and a sip of tea for the
daily meal and this was a serious breach of trust. If one lost his Tin ticket, that individual’s
fate and consequences were matters that deserved exploration. This Tin ticket system was
designed to perpetuate a livelihood system for its recipient that made him totally dependent
on his employer for his livelihood (Rutherford 1902-3: 240-242).

From the view point of planters, the tin ticket system gave them satisfaction. It was
a system that satisfied their needs in both a formal and a systematic manner. It bonded the
individual to such an extent that the plantation was his universe. The number of labourers
without tin tickets was so small that it could be disregarded.

Conclution

I have been able to provide valuable insight in to the manner in which the planters
purposely manipulated the laws to exploit the labor community in contrary to the original
objectives which intended to ensure benefit of the laborers. Therefore the findings suggest
that the Colonial policies have given the priority to utilitarian considerations at the expense
of the humanitarian considerations. This research project also reveals that there was a
considerable gap between the theory and practice of the British Colonial regime.
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Background

The garment industry in Sri Lanka had a modest beginning in 1960s as the government
took measures to promote the industry as an import substitute industry. The garment industry
emerged as a leading industry of the country with the introduction of trade liberalization
measures in 1977 and a variety of market oriented economic policy reforms. The policy
reforms attracted foreign investors, the East Asian garment exporters in particular, during
the early stage, and those exporters relocated their well-established garment factories to
Sri Lanka (Kelegama, 2005). The secured market condition established by the Multi-Fiber
Arrangement (MFA) until 2005 was one of the important factors that attracted foreign
investors to the industry in early stage of trade liberalization and later the domestic capital.
This agreement made Sri Lankan apparel industry a preferential access in the United States
of America (USA), European Union (EU), and Canada markets, until 2005.

During the period of MFA, 80% of exports to the USA were upon the quota system.
The establishment of Free Trade Zones (FTZ) in different geographical regions with
necessary infrastructure facilities and establishment of institutional facilities such as Board
of Investment (BOI) (former Foreign Investment Advisory Council) and banking facilities
were among other contributory measures adopted by the government for rapid growth of the
industry. One interesting fact of this industry is that all political parties that were in power
during the last 50 years considerably and unconditionally supported and facilitated the apparel
industry. This is not true for other similar industries. As a result, today, the BOI approved
ventures account for almost 90% of Sri Lanka’s total garment exports (Board of Investment, 2013).

The growth of Sri Lankan garment industry in the national economy of Sri Lanka has
been noteworthy since 1980s in terms of contribution to GDP, export items, foreign exchange
earnings, and employment generations (Thilakarathne, 2006). In 2011, the industry accounted
respectively for 7% of GDP and 24% of total industrial production (Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, 2011). In mid 1980s, the industry became a main sector of the country in terms of
export volume, by overtaking other traditional crops, tea, and rubber. In 1992, the garment
sector became the main foreign exchange earner of the country (Kelegama, 2005). In 2000,
the industry accounted for 38% of total foreign exchange of the country while reaching to
over 50% of total merchandized exports (Thilakarathne, 2006). Today, it is the strongest
manufacturing sub-sector that generates foreign exchange to the country. In 2011, the share
of exports of garment industry reached a 39.6% of country’s total export earnings with the
value of USD 4,191 million from 3.6% in 1978 (Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2011). These
earnings accounted for 52.4% of total merchandized exports in 2011.

In the first two and half decades of trade liberalization, USA was the main buyer of
Sri Lanka’s garments. For instance, 63% of total garment exports were exported to the USA
market in 2002. This was mainly due to the quota facilities received under the MFA. Since
2005, a significant turn in export destination of Sri Lanka’s garment from USA market to
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EU market occurred due to the influence of complete phasing out of the MFA and benefits
of the GSP+ scheme offered by the EU since 2005. Specifically, Sri Lanka was among the
two countries that received preferential access in the EU market under the GSP+ scheme.
Until 2007, USA bought over 50% of Sri Lanka’s garments.

According to Table 1, 50.6% of Sri Lanka’s garments were exported to the EU market
in 2011, while exporting 39.5% to the USA and 9.9% to rest of the world. According to
country classification of garment exports, top ten countries have bought 90.1% of total
exports in 2011 (see Table 1). According to survey findings of Department of Labor and
Oxfam (20006), the top ten buyers are Gap, May Department, Nike, Columbia, Sportswear,
Wall Mart, Next, Marks & Spencer, Tommy Hilfiger, Kellwood, and Reebok.

Table 1:
Percentage (%) share of Sri Lankan Garment Export in Top 10 Import Countries

Rank Country Export Share (%)
1 USA 39.5
2 United Kingdom 23.1
3 Italy 12.1
4 Germany 5.2
5 Belgium 32
6 France 2.1
7 Canada 1.8
8 Netherland 1.8
9 Sweden 0.9
10 Australia 0.6
Total 90.1

Source: Central Bank Annual Report, 2011

Problem statement

The industry employment generation to the unskilled, young, migrant, and unmarried
from remote areas, and women labor force, is incredibly important. Specifically, it is
the main income source of most economically marginalized households in rural areas.
Today, the industry provides approximately 283,000 direct employment opportunities
(Board of Investment, 2013) and approximately half a million indirect employment
opportunities, becoming the largest single employment provider in the industrial
sector. The gender basis employment structure reveals that 85% of industry workers
are female and over 60% of them are in the age group of 18-25 years (Prasanna, 2009;
Prasanna and Kuruppuge, 2013).
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This industry basically runs on international capital of Multi National Co-operations
(MNC:s), which is entirely based on the rate of return on their invested capital. These capital
finds places where production is possible at a low cost, specifically in countries where
cost of labor is very low. It is obvious that production of these investments continue until
they have the labor cost advantage because of labor intensive nature of the industry and
competitiveness of the product in the global market. As stated at the outset, the industry
underwent through a series of trade arrangements such as MFA, ATC, and GSP+. Such trade
arrangements, specifically the MFA, facilitated continues capital inflow to the industry. With
the introduction of WTO in 1995, the quota system, enjoyed under MFA by the industry, was
phased out under the WTO’s Agreement on Textiles and Clothing (ATC). Thus, the industry
missed its secured market condition and opened up for international competition. Due to the
international competition and nature of the supply chain system in the industry, any adverse
shocks in the global market or supply chain system first affect workers in the bottom level
of the supply chain. Second, it resulted to an outflow of capital from increasing labor cost
countries to low labor cost countries. Thus, it is argued that the ATC places the industry labor
market into a vulnerable position, particularly in emerging economies in Asia such as Sri
Lanka. It is known that about 30,000 vacancies exist particularly in garment industries, in
and around the Free Trade Zones (FTZs) of the country, which indicate that labor market in
the industry is in a disequilibrium level. Many studies have pointed out that workers’ have
a low long-term reliance on this industry.

Objectives of the study

Overall objective of this study is to analyze labor market issue in the apparel industry
in Sri Lanka in the context of international market competition and international capital
flight. In this connection, this study will elucidate the nature of the labor market issue in the
apparel industry and impact of labor problem on workers in the bottom level of the apparel
industry supply chain in Sri Lanka.

Methodology

Based on the phenomenon to be studied, data for the study was mainly drawn from
three empirical surveys — workers interviews, buyers’ survey, and manufacturers’ survey,
respectively conducted during the period from January to February 2017, in September 2016,
and in October 2016. In addition, secondary data gathered from already published research
papers, survey reports, Census and Statistical Department reports, and Central Bank annual
reports, facilitated making a productive discussion.

The workers survey covered 120 workers in the four garment factories in the
Katunayaka Free Trade Zone (FTZ), which is the largest FTZ located in the country after
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liberalizing the economy. Table 2 presents details of companies, and the number of sampled
workers in each company. Data was collected using the semi-structured questionnaire,
designed to elicit data on socioeconomic background of workers, workers’ earnings from the
industry, working conditions, workers’ rights, etc. In addition, four case studies illustrated
the nature of the labor issue in the industry, in a qualitative manner.

Table 2:
Characteristics of companies of sampled workers

Company No. of Sampled work- Type of capital Main market
workers ers
A 760 20 Foreign USA
B 1200 40 Foreign USA and UK
C 600 20 Domestic UK
D 1400 40 Foreign USA

Source: Workers survey, 2017

Buyers’ survey covered 20 buying offices located in the capital city of Sri Lanka;
approximately, there are 60 buying offices in the country. Manufacturers’ survey covered
15 garment factory owners from the Katunayaka FTZ. A semi-structured questionnaire
method was adopted in both surveys to collect data, particularly on experiences in the post
MFA era or free market era.

In addition, trade union members in the industry and civil society activities were
interviewed to identify the facts behind the changes in the apparel industry labor market.

Results
Buyer-driven market structure of the apparel industry and its impact on workers

Figure 1 presents the structure of marketing system of the apparel industry, which is
common to all apparel producing countries in Asia. The basic feature of the marketing system
is that it is a buyer-driven structure and global buyers make all marketing decisions. Mainly
they are large-scale buyers at the global level, mostly the MNCs. These global buyers such
as Gap, May Department, Nike, Columbia, Sportswear, Wall Mart, Next, Marks & Spencer,
Tommy Hilfiger, and Kellwood and Reebok, operate their buying offices at each garment
producing country and order placement is based on the competitive advantages of products of
those countries in the global market. Thus, any global level decision such as the MFA phase
out led by the WTO has a significant impact on garment producing countries like Sri Lanka,
where global level buyers decide on supply side, based on competitive advantages in the
global market. According to buyers’ survey, price and quality have become the leading factors
influencing sourcing strategies (see Table 4). Figure 1 further indicates that buying office
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at the country level distribute their orders among manufacturers and part of orders received
by manufacturers are distributed among sub-contractors. Finally, these manufacturers and
their sub-contractors largely deals with the industry work force.

Figure 1:
Structure of buyer-driven marketing system in the apparel industry

—> — —>
Global Global Local Manu-
Market Buyers facturers

Sub-contractors

Source: Buyers and Manufacturers survey, 2016

Table 2 provides results of the buyers’ survey, particularly their experiences in terms
of supplier base. According to survey results, 6 out of 20 buyers stated that there is no
change in supplier base. However, almost all these buyers are major buyers and have had
long-term business relationships with large-scale manufacturers. The remaining 14 buyers
have experienced a gradual decline in the supplier base and they tend more to move to large-
scale manufacturers from small and medium manufacturers.

Table 3 presents the nature of adjustment to free market condition by manufactures.
Due to the secured market condition and the experienced quota system, manufacturers were
able to receive many orders beyond their limits and thereby created the sub-contracting
system in the economy. Results of the manufacturers’ survey indicate the contracting
nature of number of sub-contracts in the period of free market. For instance, small and
medium manufacturers have contracted sub-contracting base from 4 to 0 and 12 to 3 by
2016 respectively. A similar trend could be observed in terms of large-scale manufacturers
as they too contract sub-contracting base from 63 to 14. According to views of buyers and
manufacturers, this contracting nature of supplier base and sub-contracting does not indicate
reduction in overall garment production in the country, but industry adjustment to free market
condition based on competitive advantages in the global market.

This changing pattern of buyers’ and manufacturers’ behavior due to WTO’s decision
on ATC have had adverse implications to industry labor market. First, due to secured market
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conditions established by the MFA, the industries were located in rural areas of the country, to
address the issue of unemployment in rural areas in late 1980s and early 1990s; for instance,
200 garment factory program and program of industrial parks. Buyers’ decisions to contract
their supplier base has resulted closing down most of garment factories established in the
rural or remote areas of the country, as was confirmed by national level data. For instance,
in 2002, the country had about 730 garment factories in the country, which declined to about
250 by 2013. At the same time, total employment declined from about 330,000 to 283,000
(Board of Investment, 2013). Majority of the closed down companies was located in rural
areas. It proves that outflow of investment from rural area due to the WTO Agreement on
Textiles and Clothing has resulted in loss of job opportunities at rural regions. Specifically,
alternative income opportunities for these workers, particularly to women and young in
the rural region is limited; economies in these areas are largely agriculture based and lacks
sufficient non-farm and off-farm activities. Following is the statement of the case study
carried out in the workers interviews.

“Our village is not a place like an urban area. I have tried to find a suitable job in the
village without coming over here. But, there were no proper jobs, only jobs in agricultural
field. In the paddy fields, we could only ‘help’. We were not paid for our work even though
we worked hard in paddy fields.”

This have had multiplier effects on social life of the workers (please see Case Study 1).
Thus, impacts of free market condition created by the WTO for the global apparel marketing
have severe adverse impact on labor force in the industry, and thereby in the social life of
those worker families.

Table 3:
Change of supplier base after fully phasing out the MFA under WTO
Agreement on Textiles and Clothing

Item No. of buyers | Remarks

interviewed:

N=20

Proportion who said no 6 This included all big buyers. They had
change in supplier base a relationship with large-scale buyers.
Proportion who said that they 14 Tend to move to large-scale
have contracted the supplier manufacturers.
base

Source: Buyers survey, 2016
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Table 4:
No. of sub-contractors and the share of orders placed on them

Type of ATC GSP+ Post GSP+
manufac- (1995-2005) Period (2005-2010) Period (2010 on-wards)
turer No. of | Share | No. of sub- | Share of | No. of sub- Share of

sub-con- of contractors | orders | contractors | orders (%)

tractors | orders (%)

(%)

Small-scale 4 15 0 - 0 -
Medium- 12 22 9 8 3 8
scale
Large-scale 63 33 20 20 14 11

Source: Buyers survey, 2016

Note: Buyers survey covered 12 large scale, 6 medium scale, and 2 small scale buyers.

Table 5: Key factors influencing sourcing strategies — buyers’ responses

Factor MFA phasing out After MFA Phase out
period (ATC)

Price 12 14

Lead time 8 8

Quality 5 11

Source: Buyers survey, 2016
Effects of low wage on workers
a. Higher earning dependency on overtime and target incentives

Figure 2 revealed that approximately 56% (USD - 74) of the workers’ earnings are
represented by the basic wage and rest by overtime, target incentives, attendance incentives,
bonus, and ETF/EPF. Overtime income represents the major earning component other than
the basic wage, which is 17% (USD — 22) of the total wage of the workers in the industry.
On average, these workers work 1.61 hours of overtime on each working day. This indicate
workers’ higher dependency on working in excess of 48 hours per week, considering 6
working days per week.

According to worker interviews, low basic wage is the main reason for working in an
excess of 48 hours. According to Spurgeon (2003) as quoted by Prasanna and Kuruppuge
(2013), working in excess of 48 hours per week appears to constitute a significant occupational
stress, which reduces job satisfaction, increases the effects of other stresses, and significantly
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increase the risk of mental health problems. Further, working more than 50 or 60 hours per
week would lead to increase the risk of cardiovascular diseases (Spurgeon, 2003 as quoted
by Kuruppuge and Prasanna, 2013). It also hinder family relationships. The main reason
for involving in excess work in the factory is the existing amount of large orders (high
demand) in the industry that cannot be met by employing the prevailing work force within
regular working hours. Specifically, restructuring process of the industry due to free market
condition has led to contract the number of suppliers (manufacturers) in the country, and thus,
manufacturers were in a challenging position to meet buyers’ requirements in supply side,
because existing workforce in the industry cannot be increased without upgrading industry
wage level. This is obviously indicated by the disequilibrium position of the industry labor
market, which is mostly associated with low wages. Therefore, these findings indicate the
current precarious conditions of workers due to low wages.

Specifically, the industry minimum wage has proven to be increasingly inadequate
to maintain an average family, in the major apparel producing countries (Gustavo, 2005).
According to Prasanna and Gowthaman (2006), considering the average basic salary of the
industry, 84% of workers were below the United Nations defined poverty line of two US
dollars a day, and 60% of workers were below the household poverty level of Rs. 5,000,
defined by the Institute of Policy Studies in 2005. At the same time, industry minimum wage
has not been revised adequately in line with escalating cost of living, and the nutritional
status of women workers in the industry was found to be lower than that of workers in other
occupations and industries (Amarasinghe, 2007).

Figure 2:
Monthly Distribution of Earnings of Workers in the Apparel Industry — in USD
terms
(1 USD =Rs. 151)

ETF/EPF, 11

Attendence Bonus, 3
incentives, 7
Service
incentives, 1
Target

incentives, 13

v

Source: Worker interviews, 2017
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b. Declining real wage rates

During the last 25 years, the value of Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased from 14.7
to 175.8 by 1,095% (IMF, 2013). When real minimum wage compares with CPI changes,
the purchasing power of nominal minimum wage was declined by 28% during the period
of 1998 to 2013. Specifically, the consumption pattern of industry workers has changed
drastically in recent past. It indicates that authorities have failed to maintain the workers’
purchasing power by sufficiently adjusting minimum wage with inflation rate available in the
country. Key reason here is that any increase in wages result in lowering the competitiveness
of the industry in the global market due to the increased cost of production, though there is
a productivity improvement argument on wage hike.

The worker interviews also indicted the real impact of inflation to workers’ life style
due to deteriorating purchasing power of gross earnings from the industry. These respondents
are working in garment factories like Brandix and MAS, located mainly in FTZ where they
produce brands like Nike, Gap, and M&S. Few important direct speeches from workers are
quoted as follows:

Respondent 1: Machine operator/ Brandix

“In addressing these salary related challenges, I have few options. Mostly what I do
is to limit our secondary requirements like attending functions of relatives and friends. If
still the expenses are high I choose the other option of limiting our primary requirements.
Sometimes I have to limit our basic needs also up to a certain limit, for example limiting
expenses on relatively high cost items in the weekly food basket such as meat, fish, and fruits.”

Respondent 2: Machine operator/ MAS

“I was compelled to marry late because of my poor salary, which was barely adequate
to meet my basic needs.”

Respondent 3: Machine operator/ MAS

“Prices of items which I need to buy for our day-today requirements are increasing
rapidly. But our salary still remains unchanged for a long time. Instead, rules and regulations
for OT and other income sources are coming into practice, avoiding us receiving additional
income. Because of that I have to dedicate my day-today requirement or limit my expenses
in order to balance my income and expenditure. Now I face a lot of difficulties in leading a
happy family life. For instance, I can’t remember a day in which I went to a film or a picnic
with my family members.”

Analyzing the above direct speeches of respondents identify a mismatch of salary
hike and inflation behavior. Further, it was evident that prevailing salary to workers are not
sufficient to meet employees’ basic needs.
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c. Unlawful wage practices

With the expansion of garment and textile as a profitable industry, the competitive
pressure among firms shifted towards cost reducing strategies. The labor-intensive nature
of the industry naturally finds putting more pressure on labor as the only available option.
Labor costs approximately amounted to 15-20% of the overall cost (Dheerasinghe, 2003;
Kelegama, 2005). Although, measures are needed to consider on labor saving strategies
with the expansion of the industry, the competitiveness has been mostly focused on low
cost labor. As a result, the state of job quality has been leveraged by the firms over the past
decades. Therefore, the issues concerning wages of employment in the garment industry in
Sri Lanka emerged in many facets. They are mainly stated as a list below as per the views
of labor union activists:

¢ Obtaining extra hours of work from employees without payment
¢ Forcing workers to attend for overtime work

¢ Forcing workers to work on Holidays

e Target incentives are paid to workers on piece base

e Salary deductions from workers for unofficial leaves

d. Unemployment time

In Sri Lanka, it is rare to observe an unemployment time of employed worker in
the industry, as the industry still receive adequate orders from their foreign buyers. It was
expected that the MFA phase out would have a negative impact on industry work force.
However, the industry underwent series of structural changes such as merging with large-
scale companies, switching from its low value items to high value (niche) items in garment
export basket, changing export directions, etc. (Prasanna, 2007). It is evident that currently,
approximately 30,000 vacancies are available for women workers in the industry, particularly
in the FTZs. These existing vacancies clearly indicate that the industry labor market is at a
disequilibrium position, specifically in attracting women workers. The main reason for not
attracting labors to the industry is the low wage rate coupled with lack of social recognition
to industry workers. Specifically, the fierce competition in the international market created
by the ATC is the key reason for low wage rates in the industry.

This has pressurized already employed workers in the industry in terms of excess labor
supply to the factories to fulfill placed orders by the buyers. The reported higher overtime
rate at the industry is a good indication for this pressurization. Following is the statement
of case study performed during the workers interviews.

“As I know that my salary is too small to cater to the family requirements, I am forced
to work overtime. If I cover a sufficient number of overtime hours, my salary reaches to Rs.
18,000.00. If it reaches that amount, at least I can fulfil the minimum requirements of my
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family and myself. Now the company has implemented an overtime controlling methodology
for workers in the company. That has very badly affected my salary.”

This situation is clearly indicated by the decreased employment level of the industry
from 330,000 in 2002 to 283,000 in 2013, even though the industry export increased at a
significant level in terms of both value and volume.

e. Barriers to Unionization

Interviews with trade unions pointed out several barriers to unionizations. They
are: non availability of adequate provisions to protect labor’s rights in legal Act, Bills,
and documents; forcing and threatening workers by employers for not to engage in union
activities; lack of resources for prevailing labor unions and less coordination among them;
stressful work conditions which keep workers away from union activities as workers always
give priority to their family than the job; and inadequate standards in the industry in terms
of work conditions that labor unions would demand. For instance, in an interview, a labor
union leader stated that, “All gates of factories are closed to us. No permission for us to
enter into their premises. We have no chance to address workers and workers also do not
have chance to meet us. It is like an open prison.”

Further, one mechanism used by the government to non-unionize the workers of
apparel industry is Joint Consultative Council/Employees’ Council (JCC/EC). With a view
to promote investments, Sri Lankan Government in 1978 established Greater Colombo
Economic Commission (GCEC). In 1992, it was reconstituted as Board of Investment Sri
Lanka by geographically expanding its coverage.

f. Health and nutritional status of workers

The nutritional status of workers, women workers in particular, in the industry was
found to be worse than that of workers in other occupations and industries, and of the same
age category of the country’s population (Amarasinghe, 2007; Peiris, 2008). Conducting
a cross-sectional analysis using randomly selected 652 women workers in five garment
factories in the Katunayake FTZs area, Amarasinghe (2007) indicated that 34.2% of workers
were affected by chronic malnutrition, as measured by the Body Mass Index. The report
also revealed that 44.7% of women garment industry workers were anemic with low mean
hemoglobin concentration. Among them, 55% were married women workers. According to
workers opinion in the survey conducted by Peiris (2008), 34% of garment workers have
reduced the number of meals they take per day. This percentage is high in terms of women
workers, which is 39%. Moreover, 41% of workers (40% female and 42% male) have
indicated that they visit a doctor more often now than before they joined the present job.

These study findings indicate the deteriorating health conditions of the workers in
the industry due to various reasons such as low wages and excessive work time. As the
women workers accounts for approximately 85% of industry work force, and as women
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health conditions affect their children, the worsening health of women adversely affect
future generations.

Concluding remarks

This study mainly attempted to examine the labor market issue in Sri Lankan apparel
industry in the context of WTO’s Agreement on Textiles and Clothing in 1995. Findings
revealed that the industry is in a challenging position in tackling wage problem, as it affects
industry competitiveness in the global market. The nature of the industry supply chain system
(buyer-driven) has resulted in passing down the impact of industry adjustment to free market
condition on workers in the bottom level of the industry supply chain.

Price and quality have become the main sourcing strategies of buyers. This indicates
that increase in wage rates at the garment sector parallel to the state and other sectors is
problematic because it affects to reduce price competitiveness at the global market and
thereby the flight of invested capital to low cost garment producing countries. In this situation,
numerous garment factories have ended their production operations during last decade, while
some factories have merged with large-scale manufacturers and reduced the number of sub-
contractors as a survival strategy in the era of international market competition.

The industry adjustment process to free market condition has resulted in reducing
employment level and keeping the wage rate at the low level at the industry. This has created
a series of problems among the workforce in the industry and their social life. The declining
real wages in the industry has forced workers to involve in higher overtime and other income
sources of the industry.

According to existing literature in the field, workers’ higher dependency on overtime
over long run have adverse impacts on health condition of workers. The continues decline
in real wage level in the industry has negatively affected workers in various ways such as
achieving the basic needs (foods), unionizing in the factories, working conditions at the
factories, dependency on overtime, unlawful wage practices, and unemployment time.
According to socioeconomic background of the workers, these workers are most young,
women, and migrants from remote areas. Thus, alternative income opportunities for these
workers, particularly to women and young in the rural area, is highly limited because those
are largely agriculture based economies with insufficient non-farm and off-farm activities
in the area. Thus, the international competition created in the global textiles and clothing
market by the WTO’s Agreement on Textiles and Clothing has adversely influenced the
industry labor market and thereby social life of the industry workforce.
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Introduction

United Nations (United Nations, 2015) defines “Youth” as a period of transition
from the dependence of childhood to adulthood’s independence and awareness of our
interdependence as members of a community. The capacity of youth to participate in
productive operations has social and economic implications for any economy, and youth are
an important source of resources to bring prosperity. “Energetic, courageous, and qualified,
youth can make changes to the social-economic development of the country if they are well
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utilized and managed” (Msigwa and Kipesha, 2013)geographical location, education, skills
and marital status are all significant factors in explaining the difference in youth employment
status in Tanzania. From the findings the study several recommendations are made, first, the
government and policy makers should review job market laws and regulation in order to
promote a smooth transition of youth from education to job market. The government should
create specific interventions especially in the creation of more formal jobs and strengthening
job market regulation relating to youth people to ensure that all youth with education or
skills realize their investments in education and contribute to the country development. The
study also recommends that the government and policy makers should strengthen the laws
and regulation relating to gender balance in the job market in order to give equal chance
to the youth with the same level of skills or education. 1. Introduction Youth is undeniably
among the most important formidable force and resource a country can have in order to
boost its social economic development. In addition of being large in number, the youth are
energetic, courageous and poses new ideas that can make changes to the social economic
development if they are well coordinated and involved in economic activities of the country.
Regardless such importance youth have been faced with many challenges one of them being
unemployment problem. Youth unemployment is among the major challenges facing both
developed and developing countries in the world. The problem of youth unemployment is
more critical to developing countries due to the high poverty levels requiring all people to
work in order to ensure survival (ILO, 2011. Therefore, youth employment is a primary
goal of any economy.

Unemployment or underutilization of any resource is a significant issue that directly
impacts economic growth. International Labour Organization (2018) defines “unemployed”
as the number of the economically active population who are without work but available for
and seeking work, including people who have lost their jobs and who have voluntarily left
work. The Department of Census and Statistics in Sri Lanka also uses a similar definition.

High youth unemployment, especially among the educated youth, is a common
phenomenon in many developing countries such as Sri Lanka. However, highly educated
youth are in the quality workforce of a nation — the quality workforce assists in the efficient
production of goods and services. However, the Department of Census and Statistics of Sri
Lanka (2016) shows that 21.6% of educated youth are unemployed in Sri Lanka in 2016,
which is a severe concern in the economy.

Education is an essential factor in deciding the welfare level of a country. “Higher
education has long been recognized as a major contributing factor to the social, cultural, and
intellectual life of society by improving the quality of human life” (Gedziine and Gedziine,
2010)assessment of research participants’ personal experience with social exclusion in
educational setting, their current understanding of the problem and individual suggestions
for solving it were analysed qualitatively. The results indicate that, in teachers’ opinion,
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social exclusion in education can be caused by subjective and objective factors — pupils’
personal characteristics, school climate, parental influence and social causes. The research
participants particularly emphasise teacher’s role in reducing pupils’ social exclusion by
adhering to values, such as fairness, equality, empathy, cooperation and respect. The research
results highlight the need for addressing the issue of social exclusion in teacher education
programmes by raising future teachers’ awareness of the problem and their responsibility to

overcome it.”,”author”:[ {“dropping-particle’:;””,”family”:”Gedziine”,”’given”:”Ginta”,’non-
dropping-particle”:””,”parse-names”:false,’suffix”:”’} , {“dropping-particle”:””,”family”:”G
edziine”,”given”:”Inga”, non-dropping-particle”:”””, ’parse-names’:false, ’suffix’:””’} ],”conta

iner-title”:”Journal of Teacher Education for Sustainability”,”id”:”ITEM-1",”issued”: {“date-
parts”:[[“20107]]},”title”:”2010”,’type”: article-journal},™uris”:[ “http://www.mendeley.
com/documents/?uuid=e506b11{-371b-46ea-881b-d9fcd84dd28d”, http://www.mendeley.
com/documents/?uuid=6bc82aca-84f1-4dad4-af08-67bbd0f808227]} ],”mendeley”: {*“format
tedCitation”:”(Gedziine and Gedzune, 2010. Educated unemployment means skilled people
who are actively seeking a job, which is a waste of valuable resources. Youth unemployment
is high and increasing while the general unemployment is low in recent Sri Lanka.

Table 01
Unemployment Rates in Sri Lanka

Year Unemployment Educated youth unemployment %
%

2013 4.4 19.2

2014 43 20.3

2015 4.7 20.8

2016 4.4 21.6

Source: Department of Census and Statistics (2016)

Nevertheless, only a limited quantity of literature is available on youth unemployment
in Sri Lanka (Senanayake, 2016; Aggestam and Hallberg, 2004). However, it is crucial to find
the reasons behind the high unemployment rates among educated youth in Sri Lanka, which
is vital for policy development to address the problem of educated youth unemployment in
Sri Lanka. Given the above situation, the central question on which this paper probe is “What
are the determinants of unemployment among the youth in Sri Lanka,” and the objective of
the paper is to analyze youth unemployment of Sri Lanka using a nation-wide primary data
set on the labor market of Sri Lanka.

Literature Review

Labor Force Survey (Department of Census and Statistics, 2016) defines “employed” as
“persons, who worked as paid employees, employers, own-account workers, or contributing

67



The Journal of Studies in Humanities, V'olume 4 Number I1, 2018

family workers during the reference period.” This also includes persons with a job but not at
work during the reference period. Labor Force is defined as the percentage of economically
active people in the working-age population. The working-age population consists of persons
aged 15 years and above (Department of Census and Statistics, 2016). Economically active
population is defined as the persons employed or unemployed during the reference period
of the survey. In general, the Labor Force also includes the armed forces, the unemployed,
and first-time jobseekers. By 2017, the Labor Force of Sri Lanka has increased to 54.1% of
the working-age population.

According to the Labor Force Survey (2016), unemployment is defined as “persons
available or looking for work, and who did not work and taken steps to find a job during
the last four weeks and ready to accept a job given a work opportunity within next two
weeks.” Unemployment is a severe issue in any country, irrespective of the developed or
developing nature of the economy. Unemployment results in some psychological problems
of hopelessness, frustration, hostility, and gradual drift of some unemployed youth into
criminal behavior (Bakare, 2011). In some instances, unemployment is considered as a
measure of economic performance. Philpin and Ashton (1985) identified two significant
views on unemployment in the academic literature. One is the “Keynesian” view of
unemployment saying that “unemployment is an excess supply of labor resulting from a
failure of coordination in the market economy,” and the other is the “Classical” view of
unemployment stating “‘unemployment is job search-people engaged in the productive work
of looking for a better match between worker and employer.” Even though it is a common
argument that unemployment is high among the educated youth in developing countries,
O’higgins (1997) argues that no reliable evidence is available to support the existence of
widespread educated unemployment in developing countries.

The literature presents four main unemployment types, i.e., frictional, seasonal,
cyclical, and structural. Frictional unemployment takes place when certain occupations
have surplus workers in one part of the country while vacancies for similar jobs occur and
are not filled in other parts of the country. It also called ‘search unemployment.” Seasonal
unemployment occurs mostly in the industrial sector and other seasonal enterprises. It
arises when workers are laid off during off-seasons. Cyclical unemployment exists when
individuals lose their jobs as a result of a downturn in aggregate demand. It occurs when
the economy slows down, such as during recession times when people lose their jobs.
Structural unemployment happens when the labor market is unable to employ everyone due
to the mismatch between the skill of the unemployed workers and the skill needed for the
few available jobs. Structural unemployment may occur if the economy suffers from long-
term low aggregate demand. It also happens with a change in the structure of an industry or
economic activities due to rapid changes in technology, which results in a mismatch between
the skills of workers and the skill requirements of available jobs.
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According to the literature, several factors affect unemployment. These factors could
be categorized into two major areas, i.e., demographic and socio-economic factors. Under the
demographic factors, age is an essential factor that affects unemployment. Cross-sectional
studies generally show a positive relationship between age and unemployment over a wide
range of age intervals. The only exception is the significant positive effect found within the
age group between 17-24 years (Katz and Meyer, 1990).

Miller (1989) reports that younger people tend to have a higher probability of being
unemployed. An important finding of recent literature is that young men generally show
higher levels of unemployment than young women. Focusing on the time elapsed before
exiting a spell of unemployed (or unemployment duration) also shows a worsening of the
situation for young women relative to young men. Harris (1996) found that age had a more
favorable influence on the length of time unemployed for women than for men. This contrasts
with the work by Hui (1991), who concluded that women’s unemployment duration was
one and half times that of men’s. Area of living also affects the level of unemployment;
according to Guarcello, Lyon, and Rosati (2012), unemployment is generally lower in rural
areas but with a deficient level of human capital, high underemployment, or few chances
to be employed in the formal sector. In urban areas, on the other hand, although the labor
force may face relatively better prospects in terms of income and quality of employment,
finding a job is stressful, leading to higher unemployment, especially youth unemployment.

Education and training also play an essential role in determining the level of
unemployment. “Most social scientists documented a strong relationship between
education and development of the nation. Education promotes a productive environment
and creates opportunities for underprivileged people. However, “both higher education
and unemployment are two—dimensional phenomena, and especially unemployment has
different causes and effects in the short- and long-run” (Topel, 2002)sectoral differences in
\’natural\” rates of unemployment generate a conformable distribution of wage differentials
that compensate workers for bearing unemployment risk. This paper offers new empirical
evidence on the determinants of this equilibrium. The analysis consists of two stages.
First, I estimate a three-state model of employment and unemployment that identifies the
determinants of individuals’ rates of entering and leaving unemployment spells. Sectoral,
demographic, and policy-induced differences in unemployment probabilities evolve naturally
from this framework. Second, I estimate the impact of these differences on the distribution
of wages. An important finding is the powerful impact of the unemployment insurance (UK.
According to the International Labour Organization (2018), unemployment among youth is
related to the age that youth leave the educational system. The age of the youth who leaves
the obligatory educational system does not coincide with the age of a youth who can sign
up for a work contract, and this lack of correlation leads to the increase of educated youth
unemployment.
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Furthermore, education broadens the expectation of the younger population, which
also affects their job selection. Education exposes people to other cultures, norms and
values, to other ways of life, and behavior (Wolhuter, 2005)Jullien’s 1817 plan calling for
the collection of data on national education systems by an international agency commonly is
regarded as the beginning of comparative education.2 Since then, a variety of international
organizations-including the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(Unesco. Ashenfelter and Ham (2002) estimated the effect of education on the duration
of unemployment using the years of schooling as an explanatory variable. They found a
negative relationship between education and unemployment duration. Farber (2004)but the
job-loss rate was higher than might have been expected during the mid-1990°s given the
strong labor market during that period. While the job-loss rate of more-educated workers
increased, less-educated workers continue to have the highest rates of job loss overall.
Displaced workers have a substantially reduced probability of employment and an increased
probability of part-time employment subsequent to job loss. The more educated have higher
post-displacement employment rates and are more likely to be employed full-time. The
probabilities of employment and full-time employment among those reemployed subsequent
to job loss increased substantially in the late 1990s, suggesting that the strong labor market
eased the transition of displaced workers. Reemployment rates dropped sharply in the
recession of 2001. Those re-employed, even full-time and regardless of education level,
suffer significant earnings declines relative to what they earned before they were displaced.
Additionally, foregone earnings growth (the growth in earnings that would have occurred
had the workers not been displaced finds that job losers with higher levels of education have
higher post-displacement employment rates and are more likely to be re-employed full time.
Discussing on the training aspects, Scarpetta, Sonnet, and Manfredi (2010) point out that
especially during a period of crisis, young people without proper training experience a more
vulnerable occupation and may sustain long-term adverse effects from unemployment phases.

Youth are the future hope of any nation. Governments, Non-Government Organizations,
and Civil Society in different countries adopt and use various age ranges in defining the
“Youth” from the point of the purpose which they stand for and the activities they undertake.
Youth is defined in the literature as both an age group and a social construct. As an age group,
youth is positioned across the boundaries of childhood and adulthood. The United Nations
General Assembly defined youth as aged between 15 and 24 years (United Nations, 2015).
Youth adopt values and behaviors that frequently provoke anxieties and overt disapproval
on the part of their parents, social institutions, and Governments. They are among the most
prominent victims of the risks and pressures of economic and cultural modernization, as
expressed through marginalized labor, drug abuse, homelessness, sexual exploitation, and
violence. They are equally the most enthusiastic creators and interpreters of innovative and
hybrid cultures and lifestyles, and the most avid consumers and users of the global market
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and its communication networks (World Bank, 2004). According to the World Youth Report,
youths are young women and men between the ages of 15 and 24 years. Some literature
argues that youth do not have sufficient network to obtain information on job opportunities,
as well as financial resources and mobility to seek work or relocate closer to the places
where job opportunities exist (Graham and Mlatsheni, 2015). According to Marchante et
al. (2003)the private sector is becoming the dominant player in the economy. However, it is
widely observed that the current education and training system does not produce graduates
to meet the private sector needs. This study was conducted with the objectives of identifying
university graduates’ job expectations, factors affecting their job expectations and identifying
employers’ needs from university graduates. The study attempts to find the nature of the
gap between employers’ expectations of skills and job expectations of graduates from Sri
Lankan universities to make recommendations for stakeholders of the problem. Data for the
study were gathered through structured interviews and surveys of selected sample of (better
specify the exact number of responses from each sample category here, unemployment
among educated youth underlines the existing mismatch between the educational system
and the demand for labor skills. Therefore, addressing hindrances relating to the labor
demand and the labor supply is essential to reduce unemployment and underemployment
on a sustainable basis.

Empirical evidence suggests that unemployment occurs due to rural-urban migration,
rapid population growth, low standard of education, and the rapid expansion of the educational
system and lack of steady and sustainable power supply and corruption (Uddin and Uddin,
2013). Qayyum (2007) identifies that the lack of education, lack of skills, structural mismatch,
and lack of experience are the causes of unemployment. Asliddin and Gharleghi (2015) also
provide a similar argument.

The Labor Force Survey of the Department of Census & Statistics of Sri Lanka defines
youth as the age group between 15-24 years and reports that educated youth unemployment
is significantly higher than the national average in recent years, with an increasing trend.

Several explanations have been proposed for high youth unemployment in Sri Lanka.
One of the most influential factors is the “skills mismatch” hypothesis, first articulated by
the International Labor Organization (Nafziger, 2007). According to this hypothesis, the Sri
Lankan education system produces skills that are not valued by employers while raising the
expectations of those who acquire them. As a result, the unemployed are not interested in
the existing vacancies, whereas the employers are not willing to hire them with available
vacancies. The mismatch is particularly severe for those who are just coming out of school and
have no work experience. The practical remedy, if the skills mismatch hypothesis is correct,
is to reform the education system and to supplement it with vocational training geared to
the needs of the labor market. Vocational training programs of this sort, the argument goes,

71



The Journal of Studies in Humanities, V'olume 4 Number I1, 2018

would make the unemployed more “employable.” As we know, the link between education,
youth, and employment is evident, and this relationship is solid and linked with one another.

Methodology

Labor Force Survey (LFS) data 2016, which is a national sample survey conducted
quarterly by the Department of Census and Statistics of Sri Lanka, is the primary data source
of'this study. This survey is conducted among the working-age population (age 15 and above)
of Sri Lanka. The total sample size for a quarter is 25,750 households, which yield to more
than 100,000 households for a year. The two-staged stratified random sampling procedure
is adopted in the sample selection. The sampling frame prepared for the 2012 Census of
Population and Housing is used as the sampling frame for the sample selection of the Labor
Force Survey in 2016. This survey was commenced from the first quarter of 1990 and is
being continued up to today. The survey provides information for sectoral, provincial, and
district level disaggregation.

This study applied three types of analytical methods in probing the research question,
namely descriptive Analysis, Pearson Correlation Coefficient analysis, and Probit Regression
analysis. Descriptive statistics analyze the pattern and general behavior of data, which
includes means, standard deviations, frequencies, and percentages. Pearson Correlation
Coefficient analysis is employed to identify the relationship between the demographic factors
and socio-economic factors on unemployment among the educated youth. Finally, Probit
Regression Model was used as the primary data analytical technique of this study. A probit
model is used for a dichotomous or binary dependent variable; thus, 1 =unemployment and 0
=employment was applied in this study. STATA Version 14 acted as data analytical software.

Results and Discussion

Descriptive Analysis

Analyzing the demographic factors and socio-economic factors employed descriptive
analysis, which found that over 53 percent of the sample is comprised of females showing
the general pattern of the population distribution of Sri Lanka. The gender distribution
among youth presented a similar pattern of distribution. Our sample, while representing the
sectoral distribution of the total population, also had a similar distribution by sector (see
Figure 01). The rural population had the most significant share in the sample size, followed
by the urban and rural sectors, respectively.
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Population Distribution By Sector
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Figure 01:
Population distribution by sector

Sample distribution by district also represented the national distribution where
Colombo and Gampaha districts of the Western Province had the highest population shares,
while districts in the Northern Province had the lowest population shares (see Figure 02).
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Population distribution by districts

As per the level of education measured, the study found that most persons in the sample
had educated at least up to the Ordinary Level. Level of Education at the individual level
was categorized as no schooling, grade 5 & below, grade 6-10, G.C.E. (O/L), G.C.E. (A/L),
degree, and vocational training. Figure 03 depicts that approximately 47 percent (34427) of
people have the education level of grades 6-10. The next highest of respondents have the
educational level of grade 5 & below, which is 25.71 percent. Notably, here, the vocational
training only was less than one percent, while no education around 3.42 percent. A similar
trend was observed when considering the education level of the head of the household (Figure
04). However, it was noted that the percentage of households with a household head who
had no education was less than one percent. The education category of grade 5 & below
also reported a negligible value.
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Even though the unemployment rate in Sri Lanka was reported less than five percent in
2016, data reported that youth unemployment is more than 21 percent, which is significantly
different from the national average. Representing the distribution of the population share of
the youth in various sectors, nearly 88 percent of youth unemployment was from the rural
sector, followed by 18 percent from the urban sector, and around 4 percent in the estate sector.
According to the Labor Force Survey data of 2016, Matale district recorded the highest share
of unemployed youth at the district level (7.6%), followed by the Mannar district (7.1%).

Correlation Coefficient Analysis

The Correlation Coefficient Analysis was used as a measure of the strength and
direction of association that exists between two continuous variables in the research. It
attempts to find the best fit through the data of two variables and indicate how far away all
these data points are to this line of best fit.

The study revealed a statistically significant weak negative relationship (-0.013**%*)
between the education level of the household head and unemployment. This suggests
that increasing the household head’s level of education decreases the chances of being
unemployed, or if the household head has a better education, there is less chance for other
members of the family to become unemployed.

Probit Regression Analysis

The Probit regression model for binary data is a popular nonlinear regression model. As
the dependent variable of this research is a binary one (1 = unemployed, 0 = employed), the
study employed the Probit Regression analysis to identify the determinants of unemployment
among the educated youth in Sri Lanka.
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The econometric model estimated;
Y=pX+€

Where Y is the dependent variable taking values of 0 and 1 for unemployed and
employed, and is a set of independent variables including demographic and socio-economic
factors; is the random error term. Given the above econometric model, a Probit regression
was estimated and the results of the Probit Regression can be given as follows:

Y = -0.53397 - 0.0036X, + 0.2619X, - 0.0146X, - 0.0021, - 0.0451, - 0.0684X, +
0.0300.X, + 0.008X, + 0.0289X, +0.0309X,, — 0.0635X, - 0.0467.X,+ 0.2891X  +¢

However, as the Probit regression uses the maximum likelihood estimation method,
which is an iterative procedure, the regression coefficients cannot be generally interpreted
directly. Therefore, the coefficients should be interpreted with the marginal effects, which
are how much the varying results of likelihood change. A marginal impact measures the
impact of a shift in one of the regressors on the conditional mean Y. Table 02 presents
the estimated results and the marginal effects of unemployment for each additional factor
associated with its effect.

Table 02:
Result of Probit Regression
Variable Delta Method
Dy/Dx
Highest Education -0.00360%***
(0.00042)
Male 0.26196***
(0.002736)
Central Province -0.01466**
(0.00576)
Southern Province -0.00212
(0.00538)
Northern Province -0.04511***
(0.00620)
Eastern Province -0.68482%**
(0.00639)
North Western Province 0.03001***
(0.00639)
North Central Province 0.00835
(0.00737)
Uva Province 0.28970***
(0.00738)
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Sabaragamuwa Province 0.03094***
(0.00631)
Urban -0.06357%**
(0.00875)
Rural -0.04670%**
0.00775)
No Vocational Training 0.28914%**
0.00614

Source: Author s estimations using Labor Force Survey Data 2016.

Note: *** significant at 99 %, ** significant at 95%, and standard errors are within brackets.

Table 02 indicates that the marginal effect of the highest education of the household
has a negative effect on unemployment. This suggests that increasing the education level
of the household decreases the probability of household members being unemployed. This
relationship is significant at the 99 percent level. This is an acceptable finding as increasing
education increases the probability of getting a job in Sri Lanka at least up to the secondary
education level. With a higher level of education, the household will have better access to
information on the labor market; they may also have higher networking and better connection,
which will help secure a job.

An critical finding of this research is the probability of being unemployed is high
among male youth compared to female youth. This relationship is also statistically significant
at the 99 percent level. This relationship is real in the Sri Lankan context, as most of the
female youth are not in the labor force. Many females go for higher education, and the share
of higher education among female youth is significantly high in Sri Lanka. Furthermore,
many females wait for job entrance until they get married, and also female youth have less
concern about the type of job that they may get as they enter the labor market, whereas male
youth look for better job opportunities, which are more secure and better paid.

Other than the North Central Province and Southern Province, the marginal effects of
all other provinces are statistically significant. However, compared to the Western Province,
where the commercial capital is located, some provinces have negative effects, while some
other provinces have positive effects. Central, Northern, and Eastern provinces have negative
marginal effects compared to the Western Province. This suggests that living in these
provinces reduces the probability of being unemployed compared to living in the Western
Province. Among them, the Northern and Eastern provinces experienced 30 years of war. In
2009, the fighting between terrorists and the government army ended as the government army
defeated terrorists militarily. After the war, several new development projects are carrying
out in these areas where many of the locals have opportunities to get involved.
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The share of the population in these areas is significantly low because of war. Both
factors have reduced the probability of being unemployed in these areas. Furthermore, rural-
urban migration takes place significantly from these areas to the Western Province. Many
of these people are initially unemployed until they get settled down well in urban areas.
These factors may have increased the possibility of unemployment among the youth in the
Western Province. North Western, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces have statistically
significant positive marginal effects compared to the Western Province. This suggests that
living in these provinces increases the probability of being unemployed compared to the
Western Province. This finding is also acceptable since Uva and Sabaragamuwa are remote
rural provinces in Sri Lanka, where many of the poor people live. These three provinces are
agricultural provinces where the trend in unemployment is increased due to the structural
changes in the economy.

An interesting finding of this research is the statistically significant negative marginal
effect of the urban and rural areas compared to the estate areas. This suggests that living
in urban and rural areas reduces the probability of being unemployed among the educated
youth in Sri Lanka. The general perception in Sri Lanka is that unemployment is not a severe
concern in the estate areas as there is a labor shortage in the estate areas. However, this
research finds that this conventional argument is not valid anymore, as living in the estate
areas increases the probability of being unemployed. This is also true given the recent trends
in the estate sector. The labor shortage in the estate sector is not due to the non-availability
of labor, but because the people in the estate areas are not willing to work in the plantation
sector. The education levels of the sector are rapidly increasing; thus, educated youth very
seldom opt to work in the plantations, thereby increasing the probability of being unemployed.

Finally, Table 02, as expected, demonstrates that youth who have received vocational
training have less probability of being unemployed. People who have not received vocational
training have a statistically significant positive marginal effect compared to the people who
have received the training. This is natural as vocational training improves the skills of the
youth that fit the labor market, and mostly youth select the vocational training courses where
jobs are readily available. Therefore, having a vocational training reduces the probability
of being unemployed.

Conclusions and Recommendations
Conclusions

The recent literature suggests that unemployment among educated youth is high in
developing countries like Sri Lanka (Labor Force Survey Annual Report, 2016). The authors
examined the determinants of unemployment among the youth in Sri Lanka using Labor
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Force Survey Data of 2016 based on a Probit Regression analysis. Based on the investigation,

the following conclusions can be made:

Increasing the level of education decreases the probability of unemployment at least up
to the secondary level of education.

The probability of being unemployed is higher with the male youth compared to female
counterparts.

Area of living is also a significant determinant of unemployment since living in some
provinces increases the probability of being employed while it decreases in some other
provinces.

Living in the estate sector increases the probability of being unemployed compared to
living in a rural or urban area.

Receiving a vocational training reduces the probability of being unemployed.

Recommendations

The following recommendations can be made based on the above findings:

It is recommended to further improve access to education for all in Sri Lanka as it
increases the probability of securing a job.

Job creation programs should also target male youth, even though the standard argument
is for improving access to the job market for female youth.

Spatial inequities among different areas (remote and rural areas) should be minimized

It is recommended to further analyze the structure of unemployment in the estate sector
of Sri Lanka as the general picture of labor shortage does not reveal the real situation
of unemployment in the sector.

Finally, it is recommended to introduce and popularize the vocation training courses

among unemployed youth as it directly increases the probability of being employed.
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Introduction

When considering the battles of a certain period of time in the military history, itis visible
that battle parties have used weaponry, tactics, and force handling systems
which had similar features. For example, in the battles of the Akkadians and
Sumerians of Mesopotamia, the Egyptian civilization, the Greek civilization,
the Assyrian Empire and the Persian Empire who belonged to BC era had used
similar weapons like swords, spears, shields, bows, arrows, body armor, cavalry and chariots
(Newark, 2009).

Early man has produced weapons using stones and branches of trees, because they
were easily accessible and easy to use (Impact Weapons, 2003 & Kouwenhoven, 1997).
Secondly, man has connected these two types of raw materials was able to develop the
attacking capacity of weapons (Newark, 2009). The discovery of copper and tin led to
produce strong and sharp bronze weapons around 3,500 BC (Mchenry, 1992) and it was a
remarkable achievement of the historic battle field. Another significant discovery of military
history is the discovery of iron which assisted to produce long weapons like Roman Gladius
sword (Lang, 1988) and Japanese Samurai sword (Tanimura, 2014).

A common feature that can be seen in the battle field of every historical era is that
the soldiers have fought using similar kind of weapons. Though the similarity of weapons
is important for the fact not to be defeated in the battle field, it does not make a significant
contribution to the victory. It seems that the party that has challenged the similarity in the
battle field, could achieve the battle advantage and easily reach the victory. In the early stages
man has achieved the battle advantage by using primary weapons and gradually challenged
the existed situations by introducing innovative tactics to gain the battle advantage.

Study Problem

Military tactics and technology have been developed eventually in the military history.
There are many separate discussions on each step but still a gap can be seen when it comes
to the identification of the way of obtaining the battle advantage by altering the existed
military knowledge. How does man challenge the existed parallel thinking pattern of military
knowledge in order to achieve the battle advantage in military history?

Objectives
1. To study the development of basic weapons in military history.

2. To analyze the way of achieving the battle advantage by challenging existed parallel
thinking pattern.
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Methodology

This pure study is mainly based on secondary data which are available in published
journals, books, newspaper articles and web sites. Research approach totally complies with
qualitative method and analyzing system based on qualitative analytical method.

Results and Discussion|
Stage 01 — Physical strength and the manpower challenge to primary tools

In a study of historic military tactics and technology, the first attention goes to battles
and military behaviour of primary tribesmen who lived in ancient times. Although weapons
were used in the battles which happened 5 million years ago, there are no clear evidences
because they were made by branches of trees or unchanged stones (Weiss, 2007). The oldest
artefact ever found is 3.3-million-year-old stone artefacts discovered during 2011-2014 from
Turkana in Kenya (Harmand, 2015). An evidence of that excavation is shown in figure 1.

According to the above information it is clear that the weapons used at this stage
belonged to primary level. Because they were easy to produce and also it seems that the
battle parties had equal approaches. Although there was an equal approach to weapons, then
the military advantage of this period should be decided by the human factor. Therefore, it
is logical to argue that the military advantage of the historic time period in between year
5 million and year 3.3 million was determined by the physical strength and manpower of
battle parties

Figure 1
A stone artefact found from Turkana, Kenya (Drake, 2015).

Stage 02 — Defeat the enemy by primary weapons while maintaining a gap

The second stage can be considered in between historic year 3.3 million and 3500 BC.
In this phase, stone and timber parts have been used to improve the first stage weapons in
complex manner (Newark, 2009). A distinctive feature in this development is that they have
made weapons to attack and weaken the enemy while keeping a distance. Thus, manpower
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which was the battle advantage of the first stage seems be negated and man has used this
new tactic as the battle advantage of second stage. Sharpened stone artefacts, wooden long
spear, stone headed spear, boomerang, bow and arrow and the throwing stick of Egyptian
people can be considered as weapons of this era.

The first evidence which supports this argument is the above mentioned 3.3 million
years old stone artefacts. It can also be argued that the use of this artefact as a weapon which
began the trend to attack the enemy while maintaining a gap. Another evidence has been found
in the Schoningen excavations in Germany in 1995; it consists of some wooden throwing
spears about 400,000 years old (Hartmut, 1997). The Boomerang which was produced by
native Australians is another significant weapon in this stage. According to cave paintings
of Kimberley, Australia, it is clear that Boomerang has a history of 50,000 years (Parke,
2015). Although there is a scholarly view that the bow and arrow have a history of 60,000
years (New Scientist, 2009), physical evidences other than 20,000 years old Spanish cave
paintings has not been found yet (Suchan, 2013). Cave paintings of boomerangs and bow
and arrow are shown in figures 2 and 3.

== Boomerang
. shapes

Figure 2
Cave paintings with boomerang
shapes from Kimberley, Australia.
(Parke, 2015).

With the advent of above mentioned
weapons, it can be argued that the components
such as the existed military advantage of physical
strength and manpower were challenged and
battle parties were able to attack to enemy while
keeping a gap. Thus, any battle party was able to

Figure 3
Use of bows and arrows in a cave
painting in Spain. (Suchan, 2013)

gain the battle advantage to attack and weaken the enemy's strength before facing the enemy.
According to this study it is justifiable to consider the era when these weapons were used,
as the second stage. The following figure 4 and 5 further illustrates the behaviour of these
two stages in the military history.
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Figure 5
Canceling the enemy's physical strength while
keeping a gap (Designed by the author).

Figure 4
Face to face battle.
Battle advantage was decided
by the physical strength
(Designed by the author).

Stage 03 - Sharpen the battlefield by metal discovery

The third stage is unique because both above mentioned stages were challenged at this stage.
With the discovery of metals, humans were able to demonstrate the following possibilities:

1. Producing deadly weapons for confronting battles.

2. Instead of weakening the enemy by keeping a gap, man was able to create weapons
that could create deadly injuries.

About 8000 BC copper was discovered by humans but it was impossible to make strong
weapons until the production of bronze by melting with tin (Muhly, 1985). Man has designed
swords, battle axe and metal club which seem to have been used efficiently for face to face
combat compared to the weapons which were mentioned in the first stage (Newark, 2009).

The first evidence of bronze swords is found from Turkey in the 3,300 BC (Oldest
Swords Found in Turkey, 2013). Another weapon belongs to the era of the 3000 - 1000
BC is sickle shape Khopesh sword of ancient Egyptians (Loads, 2010). In the meantime, a
military axe was produced with a bronze blade and developed the timber mace by using a
bronze head (Newark, 2009). Though sharp weapons were created in this era, they did not
consist of long blades as bronze could not be used to produce long blades. Few weapons
belonging to this era are shown in the figures 5, 6, 7 and 8.

The study of weapons belonging to this era clearly depicts that the Armies of the third
stage were able to destroy the enemy instead of crippling the enemy as in the second stage.
Here, it seems that they have fixed a bronze head instead of the wooden head that has been
used in the second stage weapons. This argument is further justified by the discovery of the
Bronze Spear and arrow heads which belong after 3000 BC (O’Neill & Pettit, 2017). Iron
technology had been discovered nearly in 1,200 BC (Duncan & Van Der Merwe, 1994) and
then it was also possible to develop the weapons with a long blade.
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Figure 06 .
A bronze mace head Figure 07 o
belonging to 8th BC ' A dagger found from Lorestan, Iran which is
(Metropolitan Museum belonging to 1,350 — 1000 BC. (LACMA, n.d)
of Art, n.d)
Figure 08 Figure 09
A bronze head of a battle axe which Ancient Egyptians’ Khopesh sword which
belonging to 2,400 — 1,350 BC. belonging to 3000 — 1000 BC. (Howard, 2011)
(LACMA, n.d)

Stage 04 - Speed challenges to sharpness

In this flow, the fourth stage is not a new weapon or a technological advancement
of weaponry, but a complement for combat. It is the people's attempt to gain the battle
advantage by using the speed. The man who used horses for fights was able to surprise the
enemy, to avoid being beaten with a gap, and to stand stronger against the enemy in face to
face battles. Figure 10 further describes the battle advantage of this stage.
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Figure 10

Abolish the third stage military knowledge (Designed by the author).
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It is believed that the humans began the domestication of horses in about 4000 BC
in the Eurasian grasslands (Metossian, 1997). The soldier who entered the battle field in
horseback, designed himself simply and easier for him to fight (Nicolle, 1996). In the analysis

it appears that this horseback soldier had two requirements.

1. Get off the arrows and spears from far away and reach the enemy.

2. Attack and destroy after reaching to the enemy.

Therefore, they broke in to the enemy with sharp metal weapons. Later, the soldier
who became familiar with bows and arrows while riding the horse seemed to gain much
advantage (Hope, 1972). But the main problem at the moment was the difficulty to assault
while handling the horse and it seems that there was a need for another soldier’s support
to overcome this difficulty. The Assyrian soldiers' system of handling horses as a pair was
one solution for the above problem (Newark, 2009). Here, one soldier managed both horses
while other soldier shoots arrows on the enemy. Assyrian system of horse riding is shown
in figure 11.

Figure 11
A carving presenting the Assyrian horse riding system as a pair. (Assyrians, 2016)

The above mentioned Assyrians' horse riding method had not been so successful
because it has not recorded from other battle fields in the world. The successful alternative
for this was the chariot which is a carriage drowns by horses. Though the wheel was
discovered in around 10,200 BC, scholars believe that it was used after 6,500 BC by the
people of Halaf civilization in present Northern Syrian - Turkey border (Childe, 1935).
Also, the oldest evidence of a wheeled vehicle is a Polish clay pot image belonging to 3,500
- 3,350 BC (Anthony, 2007). According to available historical evidence, it can be argued

that the chariots were used for battles after 3,500 BC.
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In the early war stages of chariots, bulls were used to draw those heavy vehicles
(Newark, 2009). But this technique was later developed to a great extent, and created
lightweight vehicles, elite model vehicles, vehicles that carry few soldiers and a rider
manual was also developed in about 1,350 BC (Chamberline, 2006).

The use of horses for war was gradually developed and horseback soldiers and
chariot soldiers could surprise the enemy by using the speed against their previous battle
advantages. The following figures are illustrated that the usage of bulls and horses in
different stages of the development of chariots. A bull drawn car chariot and a two horses
chariot are displayed in figure 12 and 13.

JANY

NS | 3 LN |
2\, \ i
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Figure 1 Figure 13
A model of a bull drawn car chariot. Egyptian model of the two horses chariot
(Car chariots, n.d) with rider and attacker. (Egyptian pharaoh

wearing armor inside his chariot, n.d)
Stage 05 - Protection as a battle advantage

In the fifth stage of this study, it appears that there was a developed complexity
through the various attacking methods of the war. Since the battlefield has been surpassed
by sharp-edged weapons,
attacking while maintaining
a gap and the speed of

® e
horsemen, there should be a —
fresh dimension to achieve e
the battle advantage against P R—
the existed methods. The

new discovery for this
situation was a defense
strategy. The Figure 14

shows how the security has Figure 14
been used to face the enemy ~ The need of a cover to protect from the sharpness of
attacks. metals and the speed of horses

(Designed by the author).
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There are evidences for the existence of two such early measures for physical
protection of battle field soldiers. Wooden shield was not a successful remedy and bronze
shield could not provide a proper protection from enemies’ arrows. In addition to the shield,
the other technique is exhibiting in a stone carving which belongs to the battle between city
states of Lagash and Uma in 2,450 BC. That is a large scale plate which carried by a group
of soldiers as a cover for all of them (Grant, 2011). That stone carving and a bronze shield
of BC era are displayed in the figures 15 and 16.

FRVA

Figure 15 Figure 16
A bronze shield belonging to A group of soldiers carrying a plate which
1,200 — 800 BC (Ucklmann, 2011) could be cover them all. A stone carving of

the battle of Lagash and Uma - 2,450 BC.
(Military History Now, 2014)

Since the shield was not a very successful defense, the alternative solution found by
the historic man was body armour. The first physical evidence of the body covers is the
Dendra Panoply of 1,400 BC discovered in Greece (King, 1970). Though it was full body
armour extended to the knee it seemed that the uncomfortable to wear because it was a
heavy armour. The Warrior Vas at the archeological museum of Athens is another evidence
that showing the production of primary body armour in this era (Oakeshotte, 1966). The
warriors in this vase have covered their body something like a plate that does not match for
the human body. In addition, Egyptians' body armour designed by small bronze buttons in
BC era and the Celtic body armor designed by interlocking iron rings around 500 BC can
be taken as historical evidences on body armour (James, 1993). The Dendra Panoply and
the Warrior Vas are depicted in the figures 17 and 18.

According to the analysis, this stage is unique because it was the first selection of
security measures against weaponry development in military history. Therefore, this stage
clearly depicts that the parallel thinking pattern was challenged to gain the battle advantage.

An extension of this stage goes beyond the body covering and to the era when the
thought of getting measures that were able to protect a group. These were built as the city
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walls in the early stages and gradually developed into fortifications. City wall of Sesklo,
Greece which is considered to belong to 6,800 BC (Stamilou, n.d), city wall of Zornitza,
Balgeria which is considered to belong to 4,700 BC (BBC news, 2012) and the great
wall of Brodgar found from Orkney, Scotland which is considered to belong to 3,200 BC
(Ravilious, 2013) are some of the best examples for ancient city walls. Although such
examples exist for the construction of city walls, it is seen that the fortifications were built
later in order to gain the battle advantage as a military strategy.

Figure 17 Figure 18
Dendra Panoply belonging to 1,400 BC. Warrior Vas Belonging to 1,200 BC
(Dendra Panoly, n.d) (The Warrior Vase,

The structure of a fortress consisted of a variety of security measures. Strong walls,
huge gates, towers around the wall, arrow slits, outer wall, moat and the drawbridge are
some elements that can be seen in a fort (Brown, 1984). Figure 19 depicts the basic structure
of a fortress.

Castle Parts

inner ward

S inner curtain

~ outergate o gate

Figure 19
The basic structure of a fortress. (Castle Parts, n.d)'

The advantage of a fortress in a battle situation is great. On the one hand, the
possibility to evade the enemy in an open ground and on the other hand, the ability to annul
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the destructive power of the enemy's weapons are the key importance of using fortifications
in battle situations. Other than that it can be seen as an attacking tactic which has used to
attack to enemy through proper observations.

Stage 06 - beyond the fortress

If the next stage considered as the sixth, the most possible challenge for the human
of this era was the question of how to reach the enemy who was there in the fortress. Figure
20 explains the alternatives for that question.

i M

Figure 20
Alternative approaches to enter the fortress
(Designed by the author).

A unique historical proof in this regard is the Trojan horse described in the Homer's
Iliad (Muller, 1984). Here, the city wall is a great barrier to Greeks forces to enter the Troy
city and finally Greeks were tactically get in to the city by using a huge wooden horse
(Thomas, Kypros, Stefanos & Cesare, 2015). It was the only a tactical military behaviour
of the respective battle and it does not mean that the need of the era was fulfilled.

Because there is a risk within a fortress it seems that the earliest method of
attacking them was siege. But this was not intended to enter in to this fortress, and its
primary purpose was block the supplies for the fortress and secondly attack them
by using traditional weapons (Newark, 2009). Siege tower was the method that
used to enter through the walls of the fortress, which was a large and heavy mobile
wooden tower drawn by soldiers (Campbell, 2005). The siege craft of ancient Chinese
soldierscanbepresentedasaneasternmethodofthesiegetowercomprisingmanydisadvantages
since it was an open and vulnerable method (Jieming, 2006). Siege tower and siege craft are at
figures 21 and 22.
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Figure 21
Siege tower' (Smith, 2012)

Figure 22
Chinese siege craft. (Siege craft, n.d)

Due to the difficulty of using the above-described equipment against an active
army there was a real requirement of creative findings. The Battering Ram was one of the
machines that has been created to fulfill this purpose (Newark, 2009). This device seems
to have been able to destroy strong walls and huge gates of the fortress and it was later
equipped with a protective cover for the safety of its soldiers.

In addition, the other method that used to reach to the fortress was the attack over
the walls. One of the weapons which has been used to throw large arrows was Ballista, a
large bow shaped wooden weapon (Gurstelle, 2004). The weapon produced by minimizing
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Figure 24 Figure 25
Battering Ram (Newark, 2009) Ballista (Ballista, n.d)

the weaknesses of Ballista was Catapult, a large stone throwing weapon designed by
the famous artist Leonardo da Vinci (Whitehorn, 1946). It is clear that the benefit of the
Catapult was the ability to damage the walls of the fortress and the army that was inside
the fortress. Trebuchet was the later developed weapon which based on the Catapults
and it is considered as the most powerful weapon before discovery of the gunpowder
(Chevedden, Eigenbrod & Foley, 1995). Above discussed weapons are displayed in figure
24,25,26 and 27.

According to the sixth stage of this analysis, man has produced few equipment
to surpass the existed battle advantage of fortifications. It is also evident that the battle
advantage could be obtained through challenging the parallel thinking pattern.

Figure 26
Catapult (Wilkins, 2003)

Figure 27
Trebuchet (Newark, 2009)
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Conclusion

The time period of this study was form ancient time until the discovery of gunpowder
and the deployment of fire arms in the battle field. Tactics discovered by humans for the war
during this period can be analyzed under six stages. In all these stages, the parallel thinking
pattern has been challenged to revoke the existed battle advantage. Six stages and the battle
advantage of that each stages can be listed as follows:

» Stage 01 - Physical strength and the manpower of battle parties defeated the
enemy.

+ Stage 02 - Physical strength and manpower were challenged by primary
weapons and battle parties were able to attack to enemy while
maintaining a gap.

* Stage 03 - Sharpness of weapons was able to destroy the enemy while
maintaining a gap.

» Stage 04 - Speed could challenge to the sharpness and the gap.

» Stage 05 - Body coverings (Body armour) and area coverings (Fortress) have
eliminated the existed battle advantage.

+ Stage 06 - Developed battle equipment to surpass the security of the fortress.

The purpose of this analysis was to conceptualize the behaviour of human thinking
in the military history. Since evolution of the mankind was not a linear process, the
above analyzed stages may vary according to the pattern of human development in each
civilization.
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Abstact

The visit of Mahinda Thera in the 3™ Century BC Sri Lanka can be recognized as
a historical event that significantly contributed to the transformation of the culture of the
country. This paper aims to study how the incident of Mahinda Thera’s visit contributed
to the economic prosperity of the country. In the past, Sri Lanka had a strong relationship
with the Indian sub-continent. Thus, the study critically investigated how Mahinda Thera's
visit contributed to making a revolutionary change in the country particularly with the
acceptance of Buddhist philosophy by the king and people. The study primarily used the
historical-comparative method and critical theory approach as a methodological approach
to achieve study objectives.
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Abstract

The cultural forms of a society are usually moulded based on the art traditions and
the talents of the contemporary artists of that society. There is a common exoteric opinion
that Indian performing art was the most influential factor for shaping the form of music and
dancing arts of this country. When Rukmani Devi set her foot on to the field of art, the Indian
influence was dominating in full swing in the film industry and the field of music. Rukmani
Devi is hailed as the first and foremost ‘star’ in the Sri Lankan cinema and music arts. The
objective of this study is to quest whether she has only disseminated the Indian form of
singing and dancing, or has added any additional new dimensions to the Sri Lankan art field,
and if so, to find and analyse such new dimensions as well. Accordingly, it would be possible
to perceive through this study, whether Rukmani Devi was merely a propagating agent of
Indian art and culture, or has made any significant contribution as a pioneer in introducing
anew approach to the Sri Lankan art. Finally, this study made way to realise that the role of
a humanitarian artist shall not be limited to showing up his or her creative talents, but shall
complement with some unprecedented values to the society too. It is an evidently true fact
that the common aesthete will grasp those extraordinary values presented by their beloved
artists, with affection and fondness.

Keywords: artists, cinama, femeal singer, Indiyan influence, film star concept
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Abstract

As to the Portuguese, with perhaps a few exceptions, they did not take over lands
and villages previously held by Sinhalese people. Their introduction to land ownership
in Ceylon came almost exclusively from the allotment of royal villages (gabadagam) and
temple villages (devalagam and viharagam), and probably the main beneficiaries were those
in charge of distributing lands and their protégés: the governors, the military commanders
and other soldiers, the crown’s local representatives, the religious orders and a few casado
settlers. However, the sum total of Portuguese who took possession of Ceylonese lands
must not have been more than a few hundreds. The plans to attract a mass of settlers from
Portuguese descent or origins to Ceylon proved a utopia. Thus, a massive transfer of land
to Portuguese hands never took place, although they would get many of the best villages
in certain areas, besides enjoying some tax privileges and other benefits. Those thousands
of villages that used to be held on a service tenure basis (nindagam) were kept in Sinhalese
hands, even if not necessarily the same.

Key words:- Portuguese, land ownership, Ceylon, Sinhalese people
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Abstract

This paper seeks to examine the success or failure of the reform process for
rural governance in Sri Lanka based on the experience of an experiment conducted
at the village level called 'Grama Sabha' in Sri Lanka. The Grama Niladhari Division
is the smallest and lowest official territorial unit in Sri Lanka. The very name 'Grama
Niladhari Domain' indicates that the basis of this unit is the Grama Niladhari. But at
present the domain is covered by the duties of a large number of public officers. A
special feature of rural governance in Sri Lanka is that although there is an official
structure up to the domain level administratively, there was no similar political
/ democratic representative structure or definite representative until the local
government elections in February 2018. Grama Sabha experiments were carried out
before 2018, during the period 2010-2015. The 'Grama Sabha' program was launched
as a pilot program by uniting, linking and incorporating all officials directly involved in
the domain, community leaders, government officials, local political representatives,
civil society organizations, voluntary organizations, community based organizations,
religious institutions and religious leaders, educational institutions, influential people,
law enforcement agencies, trading institutions and the business community, as well
as the elite. The main objective of this paper is to review the conceptual framework,
action plan, experience gained, observations and conclusions related to the 'Grama
Sabha' project. I think this analysis, which is based on a qualitative method and
participatory observation method, will be important in the future rural governance
reform in Sri Lanka. I also hope that this research will contribute to the discussion
that has arisen in Sri Lanka due to the Covid-19 epidemic, which emphasizes the need
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to organize village - domain as the basis for expanding and deepening the national
scope of the economy.

Keywords: community, community participation, community governance, village
governance, domain organization, grama sabha.
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Abstract

Sexual communication is related to sex and gender. It has a biological and
sociological base. Sexuality is the main natural characteristic factor which classify
the whole human socity. Accordingly sexuality is the change that the most difficult
to change in the world. The communication is happened based on the inherent physi-
cal and mental characteristics of men and women. According to social factors that
spread from the family unit sexual communication creats their own identity. This has
profound impact on human education as well as on entertainment , and has caused
many social problems crises and conflicts. The main objective of this research is
to study the possibilities for managing such social problems by developing sexual
communication educationally and aesthetically. Analizing the data obtaind from the
research conducted by internal and external university under graduates has sought
to achieve these objectives.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to show the history of Sri Lanka depicted in Pali
Commentaries. Atthakatha refers to Pali-language Theravada Buddhist commentaries
to the canonical Theravada Tipitaka. They provide information on the History of Sri
Lanka from about the 6th century BCE. And, the Pali chronicles as well as a large
collection of stone inscriptions, the Indian Epigraphical records, etc. gives facts on the
History of Sri Lanka. This research will explore the possibility of utilizing those Pali
Commentaries for the research and interpretation of the History of Sri Lanka.

Key Words: the history of Sri Lanka, commentaries (Atthakatha), pali language,

historical sources.
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“The journal of Studies in Humanities™, is a Mulli-disciplinary, Peer reviewed, Biannual
Joumal Published by Department of Humanities, Rajarata University of Sei Lanka, The forth
volume of the journal will be released in the 31 December 2018

At present, as a result of decline in new academic innovations that will contribute 1o
modern social improvement, it is obvious that the real academic explorations relevant to
the field of Humanities and other fields are inadequate.

Hence, the main aim of this journal is, to motivate the scholars 1o avoid issues mentioned
above and provide an opportunity to present imely concepts which are expected to be
instrumental in the development of Humanities in the 21" century. Furthermore impart
knowledge through this great opportunity is another aim of this journal,

Articles can be submitted in Sinhala and English medivm. Articles should be both
academic and rescarch based. Please note that only one article from ane scholar will be
published in the same Joumnal,

All articles will be refereed by the panel of the subject experts before publication. The
Editorial Board will make the final decision on the selection of the articles. The academic

identity and standards are maintained and be aware to follow instructions given below
before vou submit the article.

Instruction for writing articles

=

Lt

Only unpublished articles will be accepted.

Abstract of 200 words maximum & five key words.

For Sinhala articles, the abstract should be written in English and for English articles the abstract
should be written in Sinhala,

Articles should not exceed 12 (B5) pages. (Including tables, Abstract, Figures. Photos &
References)

For Sinhala articles make sure there are no any spelling errors or mistakes of puncluation marks
the writers should follow FM Abhaya whereas for English, they should follow Times New
Roman,

All Article font sizes are as follows:

Title - Font size: Times New Roman 14/ FM babld : 15)
Abstract - Font size : Times Mew Roman [0/ FM babld - 11,lalic)
Sub Title - Font size : Times New Roman 13/ FM babld : 14)
Authors Information - Font size : Times New Roman 107/ FM babld : 11)
Main Text - Font size : Times New Roman 11/ FM Abhaya: 12)
References - Font size : Times New Roman 107 FM babld : 11)
Table - Font size : Times New Roman 10/ FM babld: 11)

Main text space should be between lines 1.13.

Follow the instruction for Margins given bellow
Top /Bottom - 3 cm, Left /Right -2.5 cm
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The following items should be included.

«  Title
s Author Information
s Abstract

e [ntroduction
»  Methodology
«  Main text
= Conclusion
s Acknowledgement
« References
Please keep one tab space at the beginning of each paragraph.

It is also the responsibility of the authors to maintain the international standard of writing method
and technological trends.

. All extracts and the intellectual property of other authors should be properly confirmed. Short

extracts should be high lightened with relevant punctuation marks and long extracis should be
highlighted within inverted commas, | cm projected area from both left and right sides in the
main text.

 The writers should follow the (APA Format) Harvard stvle or the Author year style for

presenting sources.

Eg : (Dharmadasa, 1992:25)
Darmadhasa, K.N.0.(1992).Language, Religion and Ethic Assertiveness: The Growth of Sinhalese
Nationalism in Sri Lanka. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

(Eezazmacm, 1995:22 -25)

Zeimien, e83(1995) w@mfs S e¢dn Snndese | Ynnis gedac emagi
. embed on newidead

. If there are tables and figures, the topic should appear over the relevant table and the topic of a

figure should appear under sources. [t is also essential to number the tables and figures
separately.

. Please note that the deadline of receiving articles is on 5™ of November 2018

. Please note that both copies (the hard copy and the soft copy - CD) should be submitted on the

Stipulated date.

Chief Editor,

“The journal of Studies in Humanities™
Department of Humanities
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
Mihintale

Email - -
Tele/Fax - 025 2266759
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